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The aim of this presentation is to introduce the audience to a fascinating interpretive artifact of
Renaissance philosophical scholarship. Javelli’s epitome of the pseudo-Aristotelian Liber de bona
fortuna stands out as a special piece of writing for a number of different reasons. First of all, it is the
only known commentary on this text produced in the Renaissance. The Liber itself is, in turn, a
unique work: as a patchwork of the two chapters on fortune presented, respectively, in Aristotle’s
Magna Moralia (1206b 30-1207b 19) and Eudemian Ethics (1246b 37-1248b 11), the Liber enjoys a
special status within Aristotle’s corpus: it is a truly Aristotelian work, one which however exists only
in the Latin tradition. In addition, the epitome of the Liber is the only work by Javelli of which two
different redactions are known to be extant. Not only does this testify for Javelli’s interests in this
text, and in the problem of fortune more generally, but it also permits to reconstruct the evolution of
Javelli’s reflections on this issue throughout the years.

The talk will be divided into two parts. The first one will provide a background on the Liber
de bona fortuna, its origins, textual features, and immediate circulation. We will focus in particular on
the way in which some key terms of Aristotle’s doctrine of good fortune were rendered in this Latin
text. We will examine, among others, the passages of the opuscule on the causes of a man’s irrational
success, on the importance and limits of being bene natus or bene naturatus and on the necessity of
having an impetus, an impulsus, and a divinus instinctus in order to be well-fortuned. In the second
part we will delve deep into the content of Javelli’s epitome of the Liber. We will discuss the place of
this work within the corpus of Javelli’s Aristotelian commentaries, paying special attention to the
sources used by Javelli as well as to those sections of his epitome in which the author develops more
personal theories that depart from both Aristotle and his main Scholastic interpreters. In doing so,
we hope to provide some meaningful observations on the nature of Renaissance philosophy, on its
relation with the previous phase of the Western philosophical tradition, and to stimulate a discussion
among scholars interested in the history of ideas, the history of classical tradition, and textual
criticism in the West.
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