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The course is open to all Curricula, all years of the FINO PhD program, but is mandatory
for cycles 36 and 37

Title
International Workshop: Providence and Free Will from the post-Hellenistic Age to the Middle Ages,
Organized by Federico M. Petrucci (Torino), Amos Corbini (Torino), Matteo Di Giovanni (Torino),
Pieter D'Hoine (Leuven)
Course Description
From the Hellenistic age onwards, the intertwined themes of providence and free will play a crucial
role in the philosophical debate. They become even more important in the post-Hellenistic age, when
Platonists aimed to become dominant in the philosophical scenario and the nascent Christian
movement attempted at challenging this supremacy. This debate paves the way for the development
of new relevant views in Late Antiquity, in which the themes are treated in quite a different
framework: Christian "philosophy" is now established, while the Platonist philosophical model has
acquired a more stable physiognomy. This scenario is of course interesting in itself from both a
historical and a theoretical point of view, but also plays a seminal role with respect to the ways in
which the themes were taken over in the Middle Ages.
The question of divine providence, its action and scope, dominated the Arabic Middle Ages much
like the ancient and Christian milieus. It became especially relevant on account of the Islamic faith,
and it revived long-lived philosophical debates. Engagement with the issue produced a wealth of fresh
insights, percolating through Islamic theology and its post-classical hybridization with philosophy
itself. Its relevance to Arabic-Islamic thought can hardly be overestimated, but it is of no less import
for what Arabic thinkers succeeded in drawing from the ancient heritage and how they impacted upon
Latin schoolmen. Indeed, Latin Middle Ages is the first heir of this great amount of philosophical
discussions developed through many centuries: so, the XIII and the XIV centuries show the latest
results (before the Modern period) of long and important reflections, at the crossroad between
Christian theology, Aristotelian metaphysics and Late-Antique and patristical heritage, especially in
two “dissident” and very original thinkers like Siger of Brabant (XIII century) and Peter of Ceffons
(mid-XIV century).
In the light of all this, the Workshop has the goal of exploring fundamental moments of the narrative
on providence and free will from the post-Hellenistic Age to the Middle Ages. More specifically, our
goal is to emphasize the richness and complexity of the debate in both a diachronic and a synoptic
perspective. On the one hand, the four sessions of the workshop will progressively lead from the
ancient foundations of the debate to Medieval developments. On the other, we aim to emphasize that
each stage of the narrative implies a complex interaction between different philosophical, cultural
and religious outlooks.
Course organization
The Workshop will consist in a series of 8 papers, each followed by extensive discussion.
Teacher(s): Alexandra Michalewski (Paris), Marco Zambon (Padova), Pieter D'Hoine (Leuven),
Ursula Coope (Oxford), Antonio Petagine (Roma TRE), Amos Corbini (UniTO), Cristina Cerami
(Paris), Ayman Shihadeh (SOAS, London).

Duration and Credits
20 hours (10 Credits)
Teaching period
8-10 June 2022.
Requirements
No requirement
Details
Details will be provided on the page of the History of Philosophy curriculum:
https://www.finophd.eu/?page_id=2166, and on the FB and Instagram pages of “Filosofia Antica a
Torino”

