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The course is open to all Curricula, but it is mainly intended for PhD students of the 
Theoretical Curriculum and is mandatory for cycles 35 and 36  

 
 
Title: The Antinomy of the Teleological Power of Judgment in the Critique of the Power of 
Judgment 
 
Course Description:  In the second part of the Critique of the Power of Judgment Kant describes 
organisms as those natural beings that we cannot help but think in teleological terms. As such, 
organisms must be considered natural ends (Naturzwecke). This account of organisms appears to be 
in direct conflict with the description of natural laws that Kant provides in the Critique of Pure 
Reason, where no room is left for teleological laws. Kant addresses this apparent inconsistency in 
the Dialectic of the Teleological Power of Judgment. The antinomy presents two seemingly 
conflicting ways of regarding nature, either as completely governed by mechanical laws or as 
including some beings that were impossible if only mechanical laws obtained. Kant’s solution to the 
antinomy appeals to two claims. First, the principle of purposiveness of nature is only regulative 
and not constitutive of objects. That means that when we regard an organism as a natural end, we 
are not really identifying an end that is operative in nature. Second, both the claim that nature only 
obeys to mechanical laws and the claim that mechanical laws alone are insufficient for explaining 
some natural beings must be understood not as competing descriptions of how nature actually is, 
but rather as different regulative maxims that can guide our research into nature. It is not clear 
whether Kant’s solution to the antinomy can really do the trick. The course will, first, reconstruct 
the Antinomy of the Teleological Power of Judgments and Kant’s proposed solution. Second, it will 
survey the recent debate around the Antinomy. In particular, we will analyze some original attempts 
to defend Kant’s solution.  
 
Course organization: The course will be divided into three meetings of 2 hours each. The first two 
meetings will be regular lectures. In the third meeting, students will be asked to present a critical 
examination of a major interpretative proposal, which will be followed by discussion. 
 
Teacher(s): Gabriele Gava 
 
Duration and Credits: 6 hours (3CFU) 
 
Teachig period:  November 2020 
 
Schedule: 
Wednesday, November 18, 2pm-4pm 
Wednesday, November 25, 2pm-4pm 
Wednesday, December 2, 2pm-4pm 
 
All meetings will be online, on WebEx. To participate, please use this link: 
https://unito.webex.com/unito/j.php?MTID=maf40e6bf0976729048bf228dd6c7224a 
 
Meeting number: 121 447 9391 
Password: Bj656qXv8mY 
 


