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CONVENORs 
This seminar will be delivered by Enrico Biale (enrico.biale@uniupo.it) and Michele Bocchiola 
(m.bocchiola@unipv.it). To register to this seminar and receive all the readings students should email 
Carlo Burelli (carlo.burelli@uniupo.it). Students with any questions about the units should feel free to 
email the convenors. For any organizational requests please contact Carlo Burelli.  
 
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
This seminar is divided in two parts.  
In the first part, the seminar will address contemporary topics in normative democratic theory, with a 
particular focus on the different dimensions of democratic political agency. This seminar will try to foster 
a critical understanding of some of the central debates on the ethics of voting, the role of deliberation 
and activism in democratic societies, and the normative challenges raised by deeply unjust societies to 
the proper exercise of political agency.  
This seminar is divided in three parts. The first section will consider voting as the proper exercise of 
political agency and discuss whether citizens should vote for the common good or if other reasons are 
admissible as well. In the second section the contrast between detached reason-giving and passionate 
commitment will be analyzed by focusing on the current re-evaluation of partisanship as a form of 
political agency that can ensure both these dimensions. In the final section two radical accounts of 
political agency in deeply unjust societies will be considered by focusing on the normative and theoretical 
implication of Black Lives Matter and irregular migration.    
In the second part, the seminar aims at providing basics definitions and key distinctions about the 
question of justification within contemporary moral and political philosophy, with a focus on the question 
of justification in the political sphere context. This seminar will try to foster a critical understanding of 
some of the central debates the foundation of ethics, the question of deliberation in value-pluralistic 
contexts, and the theoretical difficulties involved in so-call tragic choices and trade-offs situations. 
This seminar is divided in two parts. The first introductory section concerns the question of objectivity 
in contemporary moral and political theorizing, focusing on the difference between “justification” and 
“justification to.” The final section will discuss the issue of trade-offs among values, their regulation and 
justification in the face of value pluralism. 
 
FINAL PAPER 
The last class will be devoted to students presenting and discussing an original paper on a topic of their 
choice and agreed upon with the seminars’ convenors. The idea is to provide students with non-
confrontational environment where to discuss their works and train for graduate conferences and the 
like. Papers should be no longer than 5.000 words and be submitted to the convenors one week before 
the last meeting at latest. 
 
VENUE 
Room: Beretta 1, Department of Humanities, Via Galileo Ferraris 116, Vercelli.  
 
 
OUTLINE 
 
1. Introduction (Enrico Biale & Michele Bocchiola), November 4, h. 14 – 17.  
 



 
 
Module I (Enrico Biale) 
 
2. The ethics of voting, November 13, h. 14 – 17.  
- Brennan, J. (2001) The Ethics of Voting, Princeton, Princeton University Press, ch. 5. 
- Lever, A. (2016) Must we vote for the common good? In: Crookston, E. & Killoren, D. & Trerise, J. (eds.) 
“Ethics in Politics: The Rights and Obligations of Individuals”, London, Routledge. 
 
3. Deliberation vs. Activism, November 20, h. 14 – 17.  
- Benhabib, S. (1994) “Deliberative rationality and models of democratic legitimacy”, Constellations, 1(1), 
pp. 26-52. 
- Young, I. M. (2001) “Activist challenges to deliberative democracy”, Political theory, 29(5), pp. 670-690. 
 
4. Partisanship as political agency, November 27, h. 14 – 17.   
- White, J., & Ypi, L. (2010) “Rethinking the modern prince: partisanship and the democratic 
ethos”, Political studies, 58(4), pp. 809-828. 
- White, J., & Ypi, L. (2011) “On partisan political justification”, American political science review, 105(2), pp. 
381-396. 
 
5. Political agency in unjust societies, December 4, h. 14 – 17.  
- Hooker, J. (2016), “Black Lives Matter and the paradoxes of US Black politics: From democratic 
sacrifice to democratic repair”, Political Theory, 44(4), pp. 448-469. 
- Celikates, R. (2019), “Constituent power beyond exceptionalism: Irregular migration, disobedience, and 
(re-)constitution”, Journal of International Political Theory, 15(1), pp.67-81. 
 
 
Module II (Michele Bocchiola) 
 
6. The question of justification in the political domain, December 12, h. 14 – 17.  
- Rawls, J. (1985), “Justice as Fairness: Political Not Metaphysical”, Philosophy & Public Affairs 14(3), pp. 
223-51. 
- Rawls, J. (1996) Political Liberalism (New York: Columbia University Press), Lecture III 
 
7. ‘Justification’ and justification ‘to’, December 16, h. 14 – 17.  
- Rawls, J. (2002), “The Idea of Public Reason Revisited”, in (id.) The Law of Peoples, (Cambridge MA: 
Harvard University Press) 
- Freeman, S. (2007), “Public Reason and Political Justification,” in (id.) Justice and the social contract (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press) 
 
8. Rawls and his critics I, January 13, h. 14 – 17.  
- Raz, J. (1990), “Facing Diversity: The Case of Epistemic Abstinence,” Philosophy and Public Affairs 19, 3-
46 
- Raz, J. (1998), “Disagreement in Politics,” American Journal of Jurisprudence: Vol. 43(1): 25-52 
 
9. Rawls and his critics II, January 20, h. 14 – 17.  
- Enoch, D. (2017) “Political Philosophy and Epistemology: The Case of Public Reason,” In: Oxford 
Studies in Political Philosophy. Volume 3 (Oxford: Oxford University Press) 
- Enoch, D. (2015). “Against Public Reason”, In: Oxford Studies in Political Philosophy. Volume 1 (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press). 
 
10. Students’ presentations, February 17 h. 14 – 17.  



 


