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(A)  Didactics  

 

- List of institutional or curricular courses  

 

Skills: 

 
(1) Responding to Conference Calls and Paper Presentation, 

 Petrucci F., Tripodi P., 

 Online, Nov 2020 

(2) Writing and Paper Submission, 
 Fumagalli C., Croce M., 

 Online, Nov 2020 

(3) Academic English, 

 Carter I., 

 Online, Nov-Dec 2020 

(4) Writing a Grant Proposal (Post-Doc, ERC) 

 Sprenger J., Destri C. 

 Online, Dec 2020 

(5) European Research, UPO Research Office & APRE 

 Online, Dec 2020, Mar-Apr 2021 

(6) June Seminar  

 Verbania, Jul 2021 
 

Philosophical Reasoning & Methods: 

 
(7) Genealogy and Deconstruction, 

 Leghissa G., 

 Online, Nov 2020 

(8) Thought Experiments and Case Studies, 

 Piazza T., Zuolo F., Galeotti E., 

 Online, Nov 2020 

(9) History, 

 Giglioni G., Di Giovanni M., 

 Online, Nov 2020 

(10) Deductive Reasoning, 
 Benzi M., Amoretti C., 

 Online, Dec 2020 

(11) Fallacies: Inductive Reasoning and Probability, 

 Amoretti C., Benzi M., 

 Online, Dec 2020 

 

Curricular Courses: 

 
(12) Classics in Analytic Philosophy, 

 Penco C., Bonino G., Marconi D. 

 Online, Mar-Jun 2021 

(13) Logic, 

 Iacona A., 
 Online, Feb-Mar 2021 

(14) Seminar Work in Progress, 

 Online, Mar-May 2021 
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- List of working papers written in those occasions 

 
(15) Logic Exam, 

 Mar 2021, 

 Logic Course 

(16) “What-is-said by Indefinite Descriptions” 
 Jul 2021, 

 June Seminar Paper 

(17) “Asking about Nothing: Non-Denoting Singular Terms and Pragmatic Logic” 

 Sep 2021, 

 Classics in Analytic Philosophy Paper 

 

- List of other courses you have followed 
 

(18) The Philosophy of Perception: Main Issues in the Philosophy of Mind and Epistemology, 

 Piazza T., Voltolini A., 

 Online, Jun 2021 

 

(B) Research and diffusion 

 

- List of seminars and conferences you have participated to 
 

(1) MUMBLE Talks, 

 Online, 2020-21 
(2) Science & More Talks, 

 Online, 2020-21 

(3) LLC’s Talks of Logic Language and Cognition, 

 Online, 2020-21 

(4) EPILOG Reading Group on the Concept of Lying, 

 Online, Feb-May 2021 

(5) “It’s Impossible! Contemporary and Historical Perspectives on the Logic and Epistemology of 

Modality”, 

 Online, Jan 2021-ongoing 

(6) XIV Convegno Nazionale della Società Italiana di Filosofia Analitica 

 Noto, (upcoming) Sep 2021 
 

- List of Talks (in some of the above-mentioned conferences)  

 
(7) “The Truth about Lying”, 

 Online, May 2021 

 EPILOG Reading Group 

(8) “What-is-said by Indefinite Descriptions”, 

 Verbania, Jul 2021 

 June Seminar 

(9) “Consequentia Mirabilis and the Paradox of Non-Being: A (Onto)Logical Perspective”, 

 Noto, (upcoming) Sep 2021 

 XIV Convegno Nazionale della Società Italiana di Filosofia Analitica 

 

- List of published or submitted papers 
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(C) Project of the dissertation 

 

- Update of the planning of your research program 

 
In what follows, I provide an update on my research project: I will discuss the outputs of my first 
year of research and how I plan to proceed with the work. 

 

The purpose of my project is to shed new light on a centuries-old philosophical debate, namely, 
the (in)famous Russell-Meinong debate; my work aims to experimentally test Russell’s Theory of 

Descriptions, by focusing on the existential presuppositions of sentences containing definite 

descriptions, which fundamentally lie at the core of the debate between the British and the 

Austrian philosopher.   
 

Some experimental work on the subject has been already carried out (Abrusán & Szendroi, 2013, 

et. al); however, the results discussed in the afore-mentioned work do not seem to be satisfactory, 
in that the authors themselves acknowledged the possibility of some flaws in their experiments, 

which could have led to misguiding outputs. This is due to the fact that, in a truth-value judgment 

task as the one in Abrusán & Szendroi (2013), the presence of three possible responses to the test 
(TRUE – FALSE – CAN’T SAY) may confuse the participants. It is not clear whether the 

CAN’T SAY response stands for ignorance about the actual state of the world (e.g., I don’t know 

if France is a monarchy, hence I can’t say if the present king of France is bald) or for a failure in 

the existential presupposition of the sentence (e.g., I can’t say if the present king of France is 
bald, because he does not exist). 

 

In this first year of research, I have investigated the reasons behind the outcomes in Abrusán & 
Szendroi (2013) and tried to sketch the setting of my experiment, by reasoning on the exact 

formulations of the critical sentences to analyze. I’ve focused my attention not only in the 

features of definite descriptions – by reading the philosophical and linguistic literature from 

Strawson to von Fintel to recent years – but also on the features of the verb which occurs in the 
sentences under discussion, following some suggestions found in Karttunen’s works. During this 

year, I have filled the gaps I had in my knowledge of the subject, and I have had the opportunity 

to have different and new insights on it, thanks to the discussions I’ve had with my tutor and other 
teachers of FINO.  

 

Unfortunately, I’ve encountered a delay in the schedule I originally had in mind, because defining 
the setting of my experiment has proved to be harder than expected. For these reasons, I plan to 

keep working on the design of the experiment in the following year; I expect that, by the end of 

the second year, I will have designed the experiment and begun to analyze the results, so that the 

third year could be dedicated to the final organization of data and to the writing of the thesis. 
Hopefully, the restrictions caused by this pandemic scenario will be lifted, and this will facilitate 

the carrying of my experiment and the gathering of the data. 


