PhD Program in Philosophy

North Western Italian Philosophy Consortium


Scientific and Didactic Relation

Name: Francesco Vitali Rosati
University: Università degli Studi di Torino
Supervisor: Prof. Graziano Lingua 
Tutor: Prof. Daniela Steila
Cycle: XXXVI 

(A)  Didactics 

1) List of institutional or curricular courses 
· Theoretical Curriculum Seminar: G. Lingua;
· Dochumanity: M. Ferraris, T. Andina;
· The Aesthetics of Improvisation: A. Bertinetto
· The Transcendental Foundation in Phenomenology: G. Leghissa

· Aesthetics and Political Theology: F. Vercellone;
· The Portrait between Philosophy and Art: G. Cuozzo; A. Dall’Igna
2) Other courses:

· Séminaire Au-Delà du Visuel (chief: G. Lingua).
· ART Seminars (chief: A. Betinetto).
· Seminari Aller(s)-retour(s). A partire da Jacques Derrida (chief: G. Chiurazzi)
(B) Research and diffusion

1) List of seminars and conferences you have participated to

· Cuneo, 07-11/9/2021: Centro Studi sul Pensiero Contemporaneo (CESPEC) Summer School (Chief: G. Lingua), “Sentire”.

· Ischia, 21-24/10/2021: Meristema. Scuola di filosofia della natura e della tecnica (Summer school), “Nature e tecniche del corpo”.
· Recanati, 27-30/10/2021: XV Convegno Internazionale di Studi Leopardiani.

· Torino, 06/12/2021: N. Valentini, “Florenskij e Dante”.

· Torino, 12/12/2021: M. Ghilardi, “La decostruzione e l’Oriente”.

· Torino, 07/04/2022: A. Sarti, “Deleuze e l’estetica”, worskhop.

· Paris, 16/05/2022: F. Zalamea, “Trans-structural dynamics”. Séminaire Dynamiques Post-Structurelles (online), CAMS (EHESS). 
· Torino, 17/05-04/07/2022: “The Hedgehog and the Fox. An inquiry on causality” (8 seminars, online) (F. Vitali Rosati, E. Bon, E. Buriano). Invited speakers: U. Ugazio, G. Gurisatti, E. Dattilo, A. Campo, A. Pacilio, T. Tuppini, G. Lingua.
· Torino, 26-27/05/2022: Conférence internationale, Espaces normatifs: Droit, Cultures, Religions. Universités de Nantes (Arts Lettres Langues), Paris (Groupe Sociétés, Religions, Laïcité), Turin (Law and Institutions) FINO (Philosophy in North West), UPO (Cultural and Institutional Systems Ecology). 
· Forlì, 21-22-23/07/2022: Praxis Summer School (Chief: R. Ronchi), IX ed., “Il genere del pensiero”.
· Lisboa, 27-28-29/10/2022: Spaces and times in aesthetics and in art. VIII Iberian Meeting on Aesthetics, Universidade Nova de Lisboa – Colégio Almada Negreiros [upcoming]
2) List of Talks (in some of the above-mentioned conferences) 

· 10/09/2021 [talk]: Discussant/speaker in CESPEC Workshop Seminar with E. Dattilo (Il dio sensibile, Neri Pozza 2021), Cuneo.
· 08/12/2021 [talk]: La nozione di organismo in Florenskij. Osservazioni sull’intreccio di cultura, materia e vita, WIP Seminar, Turin.
· 23/05-04/07/2022: Host and speaker in seminars «The Hedgehog and the Fox. An inquiry on causality», Turin.
· 27/05/2022 [talk]: Space and morphogenesis. The autonomy and agency of the living forms. Conférence internationale, Espaces normatifs: Droit, Cultures, Religions. Universités de Nantes (Arts Lettres Langues), Paris (Groupe Sociétés, Religions, Laïcité), Turin (Law and Institutions) FINO (Philosophy in North West), UPO (Cultural and Institutional Systems Ecology). Turin, 26-27 Mai 2022
· 27/10/2022 [talk]: Living manifolds. The link between space and form in Florensky and the avant-garde. Spaces and times in aesthetics and in art, VIII Iberian Meeting on Aesthetics, Universidade Nova de Lisboa – Colégio Almada Negreiros, Lisboa [selected oral paper]
3) List of published or submitted papers

[Article] Tautologia del vivente. Lineamenti per una metafisica dell’organismo (with E. Buriano), «Nóema» n. 12 (2021). 
[Article] The cosmic machinery. Noosphere, organization and ecology in Soviet pre-cybernetics theories, «Philosophy Kitchen», n. 18 (2023)  [upcoming]
[Article] Il mondo come comunicazione. Linguaggio e cosmo in Florenskij, «Rivista Italiana di Filosofia del Linguaggio», vol. 16, n.2 (2022) [submitted].
[Paper] Ecology as Philosophy of Life. Monad, locus and the non-otherness of the world, in L. Valera, G. Vidal (eds.), Aa. Vv., Pantheism and Ecology. Cosmological, Philosophical and Theological Perspectives, Springer 2023 [accepted].
(C) Project of the dissertation

1) Update of the planning of your research program

1.1. Research. My research aims now to develop a critical study of Pavel Florensky’s theory of form, with particular emphasis on its link with Riemannian geometry. As scheduled with my supervisor, during the first year I have been focusing mostly on bibliographical research: studying Florensky’s works in metaphysics and topology, selecting a wide range of critical and historical studies (both of history of science and Russian philosophy), discussing with international experts and improving my knowledge of Russian language. 
During the second year, I have been studying the link between Florensky’s geometrical ideas and his technical works, as expressed, for instance, in his articles for the Soviet Tekhniceskaja Enziklopedia. What I found out is his attention to the peculiar, morphological connection between different kinds of phenomena and their spacetime structure. 

I have also been inquiring Florensky’s sources and influences, such as H. Bergson, B. Riemann, H. Poincaré, G. Cantor, V. Vernadsky and others, while studying a number of texts of history of mathematics and scientific thought (Boyer, Weyl, Zellini, Longo, as well as many specialized journals) in order to foster my knowledge of the themes. Finally, this focus on the topological changes and spacetime peculiarity of the living beings lead me to engage with ecologies and contemporary theories of the organism.
1.2. Thesis. After sketching the table of contents and the bibliography, I have been writing the first chapter of my PhD thesis, concerning the ontological status of space and matter, previously elaborated in some focused academic papers. 
1.3. Academic work. This 2-year work ultimately resulted in production and publication of academic articles, as well as in active participation to national and international conferences. Meanwhile, I have been organizing and hosting webinars in theoretical philosophy.
Due to the war and the sanitary emergency, I have not been able to plan a research stay in Russia. However, I am now beginning an experience abroad (at the Centre d’analyse et de mathématique sociales, EHESS, Paris), where I shall study more the connection between ontology of forms and modern mathematics, essential for my research.
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