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(A) Didactics 

 

1) List of institutional or curricular courses 

 

Mandatory courses: 

 

 Between Ethics and Epistemology: Changing Attitudes in Public Discourse 

(Ethics and Politics curriculum): 2 online Zoom Meetings (25
th

 – 26
th

 May 2021); 

 Kant’s Thesis of the ‘Fact of reason’ (Ethics and Politics curriculum): 3 online 

Zoom Meetings (30
th

 June – 2
nd

 July 2021); 

 Being Realistic and Demanding the Impossible (Ethics and Politics curriculum): 

Genoa, 28
th

 – 29
th

 June 2021; 

 Work in Progress Seminar (Ethics and Politics curriculum): 9 online Zoom 

Meetings (1
st
 February – 10

th
 May 2021). 

 

Optional course [See below: 3) List of other courses you have followed] 

 

2) List of working papers written in those occasions 

 

[None] 

 

3) List of other courses you have followed 

 

 Attendance (via Zoom) to the course Storia delle Dottrine Morali: Marx e la 

Riflessione Morale, taught by professor Sergio Filippo Magni at the University of 

Pavia as a part of the Master’s Degree in Philosophy. 

 

 

(B) Research and diffusion 

 

1) List of seminars and conferences you have participated to 

 

Lectures and Activities organised by the FINO Consortium and/or its Students: 
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 Attendance to the 18th Pavia Graduate Conference in Political Philosophy (Pavia 

[Zoom Meetings], 21
st
 – 23

rd
 September 2020); 

 Chairing of Structures and Societal Changes, one of the two panels constituting 

the 5
th

 Session of the 2020 Pavia Graduate Conference in Political Philosophy 

(Pavia [Zoom Meeting], 23
rd

 September 2020); 

 Attendance to the lecture Misinformation and Intentional Deception: A Novel 

Account of Fake News (Ethics and Politics & Episteme curricula) (Michel Croce, 

University College Dublin and Tommaso Piazza, Università di Pavia) ([Zoom 

Meeting], 4
th

 December 2020); 

 Attendance to the lecture The effect of fake news on democratic politics (Ethics 

and Politics & Episteme curricula) (Anna Elisabetta Galeotti, University of 

Piemonte Orientale) ([Zoom Meeting], 29
th

 January 2021); 

 Attendance to the presentation of the paper The Monstrous Conclusion: An Upper 

Limit for Welfare Levels? (Luca Stroppa, University of Turin) ([Zoom Meeting], 

3
rd

 February 2021); 

 Attendance to the lecture Fake News and Democratic citizenship (Ethics and 

Politics & Episteme curricula) (Maria Paola Ferretti, University of Frankfurt) 

([Zoom Meeting] 5
th

 March 2021); 

 Attendance to the series of seminars Sotto il cappello dello stile, organised by P. 

Babbiotti, S. Zellini and P. Rumore ([6 Online Zoom Meetings] 24
th

 March; 7
th

 

and 21
st
 April; 5

th
 May; 9

th
 June and 7

th
 July 2021); 

 Participation in the Organizing Committee of the 19
th

 Pavia Graduate Conference 

in Political Philosophy, which is to be held on 17
th

 and 18
th

 September 2021. 

 

Other Conferences and Activities 

 

 Attendance to the lecture Facts, Fictions, and Hypotheses: Hume’s Scepticism 

and Newton’s Method in the Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion, organised 

by the Maimonides Centre for Advanced Studies (Hamburg [Zoom Meeting], 27
th

 

October 2020); 

 Attendance to the 10
th
 Annual BGSU Workshop in Applied Ethics and Public Policy, 

titled Assailing the Anthropocene: The Ethics of Disruptive Innovations for 

Surviving our Climate-Changed World (Bowling Green, Ohio [Two Zoom 

Meetings], 6
th

 and 21
st
 November 2020); 

 Attendance to the Fall 2020 Indiana Philosophical Association Workshop, titled 

Philosophical Responses to Crisis ([Zoom Meeting], 7
th

 November 2020); 

 Attendance to the lecture Philosophy and Science Fiction, organised by the Forum 

for Philosophy (Department of Philosophy, Logic and Scientific Method – 

London School of Economics and Political Science) (London [Zoom Meeting], 1
st
 

December 2020); 

 Attendance to the 2021 International Hobbes Association Meeting (Kent, Ohio 

[Microsoft Teams], 8
th

 January 2020); 

 Attendance to the lecture Misinformation, organised by the Forum for Philosophy 

(Department of Philosophy, Logic and Scientific Method – London School of 

Economics and Political Science) (London [Zoom Meeting], 26
th

 January 2021); 
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 Participation (as a winner of one out of 15 scholarships) to the Ghilarza Summer 

School 2021: Nazione, Popolo, Nazionale-Popolare (Ghilarza, 6
th

-11
th

 September 

2021). 

 

2) List of Talks (in some of the above-mentioned conferences) 

 

 Relation about the aim, topic and development of my Ph.D. research at the 

Ghilarza Summer School 2021. 

 

3) List of published or submitted papers 

 

 Biancolin, D.A., Welfare as a Political Weapon. Institutional Racism against 

Arabs, Asylum Seekers and the Minorities in Israel, in Fabio Perocco (Ed.), 

Racism in and for the Welfare State, Palgrave-MacMillan, London [Forthcoming] 

[The book will be a part of the “Marx, Engels, and Marxisms” collection] 

 Biancolin, D. A., Torturing Them Out of the Country: The Israeli Asylum Seeker 

‘System’ and its Torture-like Policies, in Fabio Perocco (Ed.), Torture and 

structural violence against migrants, Edizioni Ca’ Foscari, Collection Society and 

Social Transformations, Venice [Forthcoming] 

 

 

(C) Project of the dissertation 

 

1) Update of the planning of your research program: 

 

Second Year Updates 

 

The contents and general outline of the dissertation have not changed during the last year 

(for more details in this respect please see the next sections, which are nothing but a copy 

– with some slight adjustments – of the data provided in the previous Annual Activity 

Report), and the inception of the writing work merely resulted in a better organization of 

the contents of the text. 

The dissertation will be divided into three parts, each one focusing on the references to 

Machiavelli within Gramsci’s intellectual production in a specific period. More 

specifically, the first part will cover the years between 1915 and 1927 (the pre-prison 

years, with a specific attention devoted to Gramsci’s newspaper articles); the second one 

the years between 1929 and 1932 (but prior to Gramsci’s reading of Luigi Russo’s 

Prolegomeni a Machiavelli); the third the years between 1932 (post-Prolegomeni) and 

1935. 

Currently, the first part is almost complete, and only needs some minor adjustments: data 

regarding the articles written between 1915 and 1916 need to be updated with reference 

to the Edizione nazionale degli scritti di Antonio Gramsci, and a further check will have 

be carried out with respect to those appeared on «l’Unità» (given the infamous end of its 

digital archive). 

Archival-research-wise, some documents were found in ASUT (Archivio Storico 

dell’Università di Torino) regarding Gramsci’s years as a university student, and others 

(yet to be consulted) in the Archivio di Stato di Milano. Unfortunately, the search for 
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“technical” documents of the prisons in which Gramsci was held (e.g. delivery notes of 

the books and reviews read by Gramsci) had a negative outcome. 

The second and third portion of the thesis focus on Gramsci’s annotations within the 

Notebooks, even if the kind of work which is to be made on these texts is different, when 

it comes to each one of the two parts. 

In the second section – currently a work in progress –, the contents of the notes (all of 

which are A and B texts, according to Grerratana’s classification) are being thoroughly 

analysed so as to find cross references among the annotations themselves (and shed light 

both on the way in which Gramsci referred to Machiavelli as the time went by and to 

track the development of Gramsci’s philosophical reflections on the matter) and with the 

texts (i.e. secondary literature about the Florentine Secretary) mentioned by Gramsci 

within the Notebooks. In this way, a better-than-ever-before appreciation of the influence 

exerted on Gramsci by those books, essays and journal articles will be possible, hinting at 

previously neglected details, connections and Gramsci’s working method. 

The third section, on the other hand, will comprise only B and C texts, therefore requiring 

a different kind of analysis, when it comes to the latter. In this case, C texts will be 

compared with the corresponding A text, in order to emphasise similarities and 

differences among them and therefore understand the way in which Gramsci’s thought 

changed as years went by (and his understanding of Machiavelli evolved). 

 

*** 

 

[The following is a – slightly adjusted – excerpt from last year’s Annual Activity 

Report, containing detailed references to the contents of the dissertation] 

 

Ph. D. Research Plan 
 

Although during the last seventy years many scholars have focused their attention on the 

link between Gramsci's reflections and Machiavelli's work, in almost no case an in-depth 

analysis has been carried out with respect to the history and evolution of this theoretical 

relation. 

Gramsci's knowledge of Machiavellian writings dates back to the years in which he 

was studying at the University of Turin, and his familiarity with the thought of the 

Florentine Secretary (linked both to the study of the latter's writings and to the knowledge 

of the secondary literature related to them) was a feature which characterized Gramsci's 

entire life. More specifically, after a long period in which Machiavelli and Machiavellism 

were employed as a polemic reference aimed at criticizing some specific political 

frameworks (those characterized by their narrow-mindedness and their use of 

subterfuges), it is during the prison years that Gramsci's reflection about Machiavelli 

became sounder and more structured under a methodological point of view. 

The studies and essays focusing on the Gramsci-Machiavelli relation are innumerable: 

since the first publication of the Prison Notebooks in the thematic edition provided 

between 1948 and 1951 by Felice Platone (under the supervision of Palmiro Tiogliattri), a 

huge number of scholars tried to better understand the reason why Gramsci, a Marxist 

thinker, had been so strongly interested in studying the works of Niccolò Machiavelli. 

Probably due to this reason, the huge majority of those who approached this subject 

analysed it exclusively under a political point of view, ending up in emphasising the 



PhD Program in Philosophy 
North Western Italian Philosophy Consortium 

 

University of Eastern Piedmont- University of Genoa – University of Pavia- University of Torino –  

eminently political and quasi-mythical role of the Modern Prince (il moderno Principe). 

Even if the interest of the scholars in this respect is understandable – for, once one keeps 

in mind Gramsci's political aims, that of the modern Prince is undoubtedly one of the 

most innovative features within his theorisation –, one must however not forget that, up 

to 1931-1932, Gramsci's theoretical dialogue with Machiavelli was somehow different. 

Prior to the reading of Russo's Prolegomeni a Machiavelli
1
, Gramsci always focused on 

Machiavelli (and his peculiarity) within the social, cultural and political landscape in 

which Machiavelli lived and worked, and – even if these two spheres cannot by any 

means considered as separate and distinct within the Gramscian thought – Gramsci's 

interest with respect to Machiavelli was mainly historical. Actually, also in the notes in 

which some political evaluations emerge (for example those in which the comparison 

between Marx and Machiavelli is drawn), Gramsci stresses the peculiarity of the 

Machiavellian thought with respect to that of the other Italian intellectuals who lived in 

the XVI century, and emphasises how the contents of the Florentine Secretary's works 

can by no means literally be implemented (contrary to what Fascists maintained) within 

the XX century Italian political framework. Moreover, if one goes further back in time, 

one easily understands how, in his youth, Gramsci was strongly convinced that actual 

politics and Machiavelli's real thought belonged to two utterly different realms, for the 

former had to be associated – as one can read in Gramsci's journal articles – to the field of 

Machiavellism, and not to the contents of Machiavelli's oeuvre. 

It is therefore clear that something happened along the years, an evolution which 

transformed (but never left aside) a mainly historical interest into a political analysis and 

then a political project. This is patent when one thoroughly studies the Prison Notebooks, 

within which Machiavelli becomes a reference point for almost all Gramsci's reflections, 

whether they are focused on the relation between Renaissance and Reformation, passive 

revolutions, the role of the intellectuals within the society or Jacobinism as a political 

category. 

Each and every one of these themes has been studied during the last seven decades; no 

scholar has however tried to diachronically analyse (a task made harder by the very 

internal structure of the Notebooks) the aforementioned evolution of Gramsci's thought 

about Machiavelli: there are those who specialised on the relation between Machiavelli 

and the role of the intellectuals, those who focused on the theme of passive revolutions, 

and also those who specifically focused their attention on the relation between Gramsci's 

interpretation of Machiavelli and that of other Italian thinkers whose works influenced it 

(Croce first and foremost, but also Russo, Treves, Mussolini, Ercole, the Elitists, De 

Sanctis, etc.)
2
, but in no case the task of trying to determine how all of these interacted 

with and influenced each other along the years has ever been carried out. 

This is precisely the aim of this work: to reconstruct – both from a historical and a 

philological perspective
3
 – the history of the evolution of Gramsci's reflections on the 

topic, starting from the 1910s until the death of the Sardinian politician. This 

                                                 
1
 As it has been proved by Frosini (2013). See State of the Art Bibliography. 

2
 Given the enormous number of works on these topics, a selection of the texts focusing on these subjects – 

titled State of the Art Bibliography – will be provided at the end of this descriptive section, right before the 

more in-depth description of the materials which will be employed in this research project. 
3
 In this latter respect, the work carried out by Francioni (starting from his 1984 L'officina Gramsciana. 

Ipotesi sulla natura dei «Quaderni del carcere» and subsequent expansions and revisions) and Cospito (for 

example Il ritmo del pensiero: per una lettura diacronica dei Quaderni del carcere di Gramsci (2011) and 

Verso l'edizione critica e integrale dei "Quaderni del carcere" (2011)) will be of paramount importance. 
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reconstruction (which will not neglect the references to Machiavelli contained in the 

journalistic production of the young Gramsci) will be mainly based on the correct 

ordering of and the comparison between the various versions (texts A, B and C) of all the 

annotations mentioning Machiavelli which are contained in the Prison Notebooks, all in 

light of a cross-comparison with the sources from which these notes take their cue. In this 

way it will be possible to both verify the influence of secondary literature in the broader 

framework of Gramsci's reflections, to appreciate its gradual stratification and to identify 

and understand Gramsci's original contributions. In order to do so, an archival research 

(aimed not only at the precise identification of these documents
4
, but also at the study of 

the materials in possession of Gramsci himself) will also be carried out, so as to identify 

any clues capable of shedding light on the development process of his reflections. In this 

sense, the careful study of the Gramscian epistolary will play a paramount role when it 

comes to this reconstruction, for it will be possible to draw from it some very important 

information not only on the theoretical level, but also when it comes to the chronological 

order trough which Gramsci came into contact with the texts he mentioned in the 

Notebooks. In order to achieve this aim, in addition to using the precious data of the 

various editions of Gramsci's work (especially the Edizione Nazionale degli scritti di 

Antonio Gramsci), attempts will be made to investigate the presence of documents which 

could perfect the existing information in the archives of the Turi prison
5
, in order to 

proceed with a further cross-reference which could delineate more precisely the time 

windows in which Gramsci could consult the documents he used. 

At the same time – although the lesser quantity of materials will undoubtedly 

influence the possibility of further study on the matter – a search will be conducted within 

the archives of the university of Turin, looking for documents and data that can shed 

more light on the first contacts between Gramsci and Machiavelli's thought via the 

influence of Umberto Cosmo. 

Once this work will be completed, it could be possible to understand several features 

about Gramsci's interpretation of Machiavelli, which is to say: a) the relevance of the 

primary sources (i.e. Machiavelli's texts); b) the degree of influence exerted by the 

secondary sources (i.e. books, journal articles, etc.); c) the extent (and features) of 

Gramsci's original additions. 

 

State of the Art Bibliography 
 

ESSAYS MAINLY FOCUSED ON THE GRAMSCI-MACHIAVELLI RELATION 

 

Buissière, E. (1991). Il Machiavelli di Gramsci. Critica marxista, 6, 69 – 83. 

Calabrò, G. (2001). Qualche considerazione sul problema Machiavelli. In S. Mastellone 

& G. Sola (Eds), Gramsci: il partito politico nei Quaderni (pp. 193 – 203), Centro 

editoriale toscano, 2001,. 

Chemotti, S. (1975). Umanesimo, rinascimento, Machiavelli nella critica gramsciana. 

Bulzoni. 

Davidson, A. (1973). Gramsci and reading Machiavelli. Science and Society, 1, 56 – 80. 

de Giovanni, B. (1981). Il "moderno Principe" fra politica e tecnica. Critica Marxista, 3, 

51 – 70. 

                                                 
4
 This phase of the work is currently almost completed, see the lists below. 

5
 An investigation is currently ongoing as to understand if this is a feasible task. 



PhD Program in Philosophy 
North Western Italian Philosophy Consortium 

 

University of Eastern Piedmont- University of Genoa – University of Pavia- University of Torino –  

Filippini, M. (2011). Niccolò Machiavelli: la "grande politica". In Angelo d'Orsi (Ed.), Il 

nostro Gramsci (pp. 23 – 32). Viella. 

Fontana, B. (1993). Hegemony and power: on the relationship between Gramsci and 

Machiavelli. University of Minnesota Press. 

Garin, E. (1958). Gramsci nella cultura italiana. In Istituto Antonio Gramsci (Ed.), Studi 

gramsciani: atti del convegno tenuto a Roma nei giorni 11 –13 gennaio 1958 (pp. 

395 – 418). Editori riuniti. 

Gruppi, L. (1969). Machiavelli e Gramsci. Critica Marxista, 3, 81 – 91. 

Guastini, R.(1979). Note sul Machiavelli, sulla politica e sullo Stato moderno. In E. 

Agazzi et al., Gramsci, un'eredità contrastata: la nuova sinistra rilegge Gramsci 

(pp. 77 – 83). Edizioni Ottaviano. 

Livorsi, F. (2006). Gramsci e Machiavelli. In L. M. Bassani & C. Vivanti (Ed.), 

Machiavelli nella storiografia e nel pensiero politico del XX secolo: Atti del 

Convegno di Milano, 16 e 17 maggio 2003 (pp. 101 – 125). Giuffrè. 

Medici, R. (1989). Gramsci: Machiavelli tra storia e metafora. Istituto Gramsci Emilia-

Romagna. 

Ead. (1990). Mosca, Gramsci, e la «metafora Machiavelli». In W. Tega (Ed.), Gramsci e 

l'Occidente: trasformazioni della società e riforma della politica (pp. 241 – 256). 

Cappelli. 

Ead. (2013). Machiavelli nella interpretazione dei filosofi italiani del primo Novecento: 

Croce e Gramsci. In R. Caporali, V. Morfino & S. Visentin (Eds.), Machiavelli: 

Tempo e Conflitto (pp. 141 – 155). Mimesis. 

Mitarotondo, L. (2016). Un “Preludio” a Machiavelli: letture e interpretazioni fra 

Mussolini e Gramsci. Giappichelli. 

Mounin, G. (1982). Machiavel et Gramsci. In G. Barthouil (Ed.), Machiavelli attuale (pp. 

149 – 154). Longo. 

Neres, M. & del Roio, M. (2013). O 'Novissimo Principe'. Gramsci e a reconstrucao da 

teoria marxista do partido. Tempo da Ciência, 20(40), 141 – 158 

Paggi, L. (1969). Machiavelli e Gramsci. Studi Storici, 10(4), 833 – 876. 

Portantiero, J. C. (2000). Gramsci, lector de Maquiavelo. In T. Várnagy (Ed.), Fortuna y 

virtud en la Republica democratica: Ensayo sobre Maquiavelo (pp. 149 – 154). 

CLACSO. 

Prospero, M. (2007). Machiavelli letto da Gramsci. In R. Caporali (Ed.), La varia natura, 

le molte cagioni: studi su Machiavelli (pp. 75 – 85). Cesena. 

Reis, C. (2013), O legado de Nicolau Maquiavel para o pensamento de Antonio Gramsci. 

Tempo da Ciência, 20(40), 115 – 140. 

Sanguineti, F. (1982). Gramsci e Machiavelli. Laterza. 

Thomas, P. (2017). The Modern Prince: Gramsci's reading of Machiavelli. History of 

Political Thought, 38(3) 523 – 544. Id. (2018). Reverberations of The Prince: From 

'heroic fury' to 'living philology'. Thesis Eleven, 147(1), 76 – 88. 

Zeppi, S. (1986). Intorno alla interpretazione gramsciana di Machiavelli. Paradigmi, 10, 

49 – 68. 

 

ESSAYS FOCUSED ON THE RELATION BETWEEN GRAMSCI AND THE AUTHORS WHOSE 

INTERPRETATION OF MACHIAVELLI INFLUENCED GRAMSCI HIMSELF 
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Bellamy, R. (1990). Gramsci, Croce and the Italian political tradition. History of Political 

Thought, 11(1), 313 – 337. 

Berns, T.(2015). Prophetic Efficacy: The Relationship between Force and Belief. In F. 

Del Lucchese, F. Frosini & V. Morfino (Eds.), The radical Machiavelli: politics, 

philosophy and language (pp. 207 – 218). Brill. 

Bianchi, A. (2007). Croce, Gramsci e a “Autonomia da política”. Revista de Scoiologia e 

Política, 29, 15 – 30. 

Bianchi, A. & Aliaga, L. (2011). Força e consenso como fundamentos do Estado Pareto e 

Gramsci. Revista Brasileira de Ciência Política, 5, 17 – 36. 

Eod. (2012). Pareto e Gramsci: itinerarios de uma ciencia politica italiana. Análise Social, 

47(203), 322 – 342. 

Bianchi, A. & Mussi, D. (2013). Il Principe e seus contratempos: De Sanctis, Croce e 

Gramsci. Revista Brasileira de Ciência Politica, 12, 11 – 42. 

Bovero, M. (1988). Gramsci e il realismo politico. In F. Sbarberi (Ed.), Teoria politica e 

società industriale: Ripensare Gramsci (pp. 55 – 69). Bollati Boringhieri. 

Caputo, R.(2011). Francesco Guicciardini: la cura del "particulare". In A. d'Orsi (Ed.), 

Il nostro Gramsci: Antonio Gramsci a colloquio con i protagonisti della storia 

d'Italia (pp. 33 – 40). Viella. 

Carta, P. (2013). Politica e diplomazia Machiavelli e Guicciardini in Gramsci. In М. А. 

Юсим (Ed.), ПЕРЕЧИТЫВАЯ МАКИАВЕЛЛИ: Идеии политическая практика 

через века и страны (pp. 197 – 217). Институт Всеобщей истории. 

Cavallari, G. (2001). Gramsci e Sorel: la scienza politica tra "mito" e partito. In S. 

Mastellone e G. Sola (Eds.), Gramsci il partito politico nei Quaderni (pp. 171 – 191). 

Centro editoriale toscano. 

Fiorillo, M. (2009), Dalla machiavellistica "elitista" al moderno Principe "democratico". 

In F. Giasi (Ed.), Gramsci nel suo tempo (pp. 839 – 859). Carocci. 

Frosini, F. (2013). Luigi Russo e Georges Sorel: sulla genesi del "Moderno Principe" nei 

"Quaderni del Carcere" di Antonio Gramsci. Studi Storici, 3, 545 – 589. 

Id. (2015). Prophecy, Education, and Necessity: Girolamo Savonarola between Politics 

and Religion. In F. Del Lucchese, F. Frosini & V. Morfino (Eds.), The radical 

Machiavelli: politics, philosophy and language (pp. 219 – 236). Brill. 

Matteucci, N. (1977). Antonio Gramsci e la filosofia della prassi (2nd edition). Giuffrè. 

Mitarotondo, L. (2011). Girolamo Savonarola: il "profeta disarmato". In A. d'Orsi (Ed.), 

Il nostro Gramsci: Antonio Gramsci a colloquio con i protagonisti della storia 

d'Italia (pp. 15 – 21). Viella. 

Monasta, A. (1987). Intellettuali e direzione politica. Critica marxista, 2-3, 203 – 222. 

Montinari, M. (2006). Croce e Gentile interpreti di Machiavelli. Due concezioni della 

politica a confronto. In L. M. Bassani & C. Vivanti (Ed.), Machiavelli nella 

storiografia e nel pensiero politico del XX secolo: Atti del Convegno di Milano, 16 e 

17 maggio 2003 (pp. 79 – 92). Giuffrè. 

Mussi, D. & Bianchi, A. (2011). O Ser e o Dever-ser da Política: Maquiavel, De Sanctis e 

o realismo popular. Marx e o Marxismo 2011: teoria e prática, 1 – 15. 

Sasso, G. (2014), De Sanctis, Francesco. In Machiavelli: enciclopedia machiavelliana, 3 

voll., Roma: Istituto della Enciclopedia italiana fondata da Giovanni Treccani, 2014, 

Vol. I, 409 – 418. 
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Sasso, G. (2014). Croce, Benedetto. In Machiavelli: enciclopedia machiavelliana, 3 voll., 

Roma: Istituto della Enciclopedia italiana fondata da Giovanni Treccani, 2014, Vol. 

I, 364 – 370. 

Scarcella, E. (2013). Croce e Machiavelli. Forme e percorsi di una continuità. Bollettino 

filosofico, 28, 321 – 336. 

 

Ph. D. Research Details 
 

The following pages offer a deeper  insight (albeit provisional, in some cases) on the 

project, on its extension and on the materials which will actually be employed. 

 

Data are divided into two main sections: 

a) Research Materials: containing the bibliographic data of the texts and documents 

which will be employed (these include both Gramsci's writings and the sources – 

both primary and secondary – he used); 

b) Gramsci-Machiavelli chronology: a chronological reconstruction of the 

circumstances in which Gramsci directly mentioned Machiavelli in his works 

 

More details about the contents of each subsection can be found after their respective 

titles. 

 

Research Materials 
 

WORKS BY ANTONIO GRAMSCI 

 

Gramsci, A. (1954). L’Ordine Nuovo 1919-1920. Einaudi. 

––––– (1958). Scritti giovanili. 1914-1918. Einaudi. 

––––– (1960). Sotto la Mole. 1916-1920. Einaudi. 

––––– (1966). Socialismo e fascismo. L’Ordine Nuovo. 1921-1922. Einaudi. 

––––– (1971). La costruzione del Partito comunista. 1923-1926. Einaudi. 

––––– (1975). Quaderni del carcere (V. Gerratana Ed.). Einaudi. 

––––– (1973). Scritti politici (P. Spriano Ed.). Editori Riuniti. 

––––– (1980). Cronache torinesi. 1913-1917, a cura di S. Caprioglio. Einaudi. 

––––– (1982). La città futura. 1917-1918, a cura di S. Caprioglio. Einaudi. 

––––– (1984). Il nostro Marx. 1918-1919, a cura di S. Caprioglio. Einaudi. 

––––– (2020). Lettere dal carcere (F. Giasi Ed.). Feltrinelli. 

 

Moreover, the findings and analyses published within the Edizione nazionale degli scritti 

di Antonio Gramsci (2007 – ongoing; Istituto della Eniclopedia italiana) will also be 

taken into account during the development of this research. 

 

BOOKS AND ARTICLES ABOUT MACHIAVELLI QUOTED BY GRAMSCI WITHIN THE 

NOTEBOOKS 

 

The "#" symbol identifies a source which is preserved in the Fondo Gramsci; the "*" 

symbol represents a work which is indirectly quoted by Gramsci; the "G" letter identifies 
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all those sources which were already identified in the 1975 Gerratana edition of the 

Notebooks. Some annotations on the sources – when available – follow the bibliographic 

data of each work. 

 

#Alderisio, F. (1931). La politica del Machiavelli nella rivalutazione dello Hegel e del 

Fichte. Nuova rivista storica, 15(3-4), 273 – 298. [Inmate ID number, Prison stamp, 

Warden's visa] 

#––––– (1932). Intorno all’arte dello Stato del Machiavelli: discussione ulteriore 

dell’interpre-tazione di essa come “pura politica”. Nuovi studi di diritto, economia e 

politica, 5(3-4-5), 232 – 262. [Inmate ID number, Prison stamp, Warden's visa; 

Restored file] [G] 

Arias, G. (1928). Il pensiero economico di Niccolò Machiavelli. Annali di economia, 4, 1 

– 30. [G] 

Azzalini, M. (1929). La politica, scienza ed arte di Stato. Nuova antologia, 64(1386), 540 

– 542. [G] 

#Battaglia, F. (1927-1929). Studi sulla politica di Machiavelli. Nuovi studi di diritto, 

economia  e politica: 

 (1927/28) – 1(1), 36-47 [Inmate ID number, Inmate's name, Warden's visa; 

Restored file] 

 (1927/28) – 1(2), 122-131 [Inmate ID number, Inmate's name, Warden's visa] 

 (1927/28) – 1(6), 376-384 [Inmate ID number, Warden's visa] 

 (1929) – 2(1), 46-57 [Inmate ID number, Inmate's name, Warden's visa; 

Annotations on page 72] 

Benoist, C. (1907). Le Machievélisme – Vol. 1: Avant Machiavel. Plon. [*G] 

––––– (1927). Le Machiavélisme perpetuél. Rivista d’Italia, 30(6), 217 – 223. [G] 

#Bruers, A. (1933). Il centenario dell’abiura di Galilei. Gerarchia, 12(8), 700 – 704. 

[Inmate ID number, Prison stamp, Warden's visa; Restored file] [G] 

Caggese, R. (1927). Ciò che è vivo nel pensiero politico di Machiavelli. Rivista d’Italia, 

30(6), 359 – 375. [G] 

#Carli, P. (1927). Lo storico. Il Marzocco, 32(25), p. 3. [Carceri giudiziarie di Milano 

oval stamp, "7047"in black ink, "Gramsci Antonio" written in blue pencil, Warden's 

visa written with a copying pencil] 

––––– (1927). Niccolò Machiavelli scrittore. Rivista d’Italia, 30(6), 341 – 358. [G] 

Cavina, L. (1927). Il sogno nazionale di Niccolò Machiavelli in Romagna e il governo di 

Francesco Guicciardini. Nuova Antologia, 62(1330), 472 – 494. [G] 

––––– (1929), Fiorentini e Veneziani in Romagna. Nuova Antologia, 64(1374), 442 – 

456. [G] 

#Cerini, M. (1927). Roma, il Machiavelli e il Guicciardini. Il Marzocco, 32(25), 4. 

[Carceri giudiziarie di Milano oval stamp, "7047"in black ink, "Gramsci Antonio" 

written in blue pencil, Warden's visa written with a copying pencil] 

Chabod, F. (1926). Del “Principe” di Niccolò Machiavelli. Società editrice Dante 

Alighieri di Albrighi, Segati & C. [*G] 

Cian, V. (1927). Machiavelli e Petrarca. Rivista d’Italia, 30(6), 279 – 288. [G] 

––––– (1929). Il conte Baldassar Castiglione. Nuova Antologia 

 64(1378), 409 – 423. [G] 

 64(1379), 3 – 18. [G] 
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#Croce, B. (1921). Materialismo storico ed economia marxistica (4th ed.). Laterza. 

[Fourth volume in the Saggi filosofici series. Inmate ID number, Warden's visa. 

Many underlined parts and annotations (made with pencil) in the first pages of the 

book. This book was received by Gramsci in the 19 July 1928 – End of February 

1929, as it can be inferred from the name of the warden] [G] 

#––––– (1929). Storia dell’età barocca in Italia: pensiero, poesia e letteratura, vita 

morale. Laterza. [Twenty-third volume in the Scritti di storia letteraria e politica 

series. Inmate ID number. Warden's visa. This book was received by Gramsci in the 

March 1929 – November 1930 period, as it can be inferred from the name of the 

warden]. [G] 

D’Alia, A. (1930). Il cardinale Richelieu e lo spirito egemonico francese. Nuova 

antologia, 65(1388), 234 – 251. 

#di Tocco, V. (1927). L’«amico» del Machiavelli. Il Marzocco, 32(25), 3. [Carceri 

giudiziarie di Milano oval stamp, "7047"in black ink, "Gramsci Antonio" written in 

blue pencil, Warden's visa written with a copying pencil] 

Ercole, F. (1926). La Politica di Machiavelli. A.R.E. [*G] 

––––– (1927). Il “Principe”. Rivista d’Italia, 30(6), 310 – 323. [15.06.1927] [G] 

#––––– (1927), La teoria politica. Il Marzocco, 32(25), 1 – 2. [Carceri giudiziarie di 

Milano oval stamp, "7047"in black ink, "Gramsci Antonio" written in blue pencil, 

Warden's visa written with a copying pencil] [19.06.1927] 

Galletti, A.(1927). Niccolò Machiavelli umanista. Rivista d’Italia, 30(6), 289 – 309. [G] 

#Machiavelli, N. (1889). Discorsi sopra la prima deca di Tito Livio ridotti ad uso delle 

classi superiori del ginnasio. Barbèra. [A short pencil annotation in the text] 

––––– (1924). Il Principe (F. Chabod, Ed.). Unione tipografico-editrice torinese. [*G] 

––––– (1931). Il Principe (L. Russo, Ed.). Le Monnier. [G] 

#––––– (1925). Le più belle pagine di Niccolò Machiavelli scelte da Giuseppe Prezzolini. 

Treves. [Inmate ID number, Warden's visa] 

#––––– (1889). Discorsi sopra la prima deca di Tito Livio ridotti ad uso delle classi 

superiori del ginnasio. Barbèra. [A short pencil annotation in the text] 

Mazzoni, G. (1927). Il Machiavelli drammaturgo. Rivista d’Italia, 30(6), 237 – 256. 

Meda, F.(1927). Il machiavellismo. Rivista d’Italia, 30(6), 224 – 236. [G] 

Mussolini, B. (1924). Preludio al “Machiavelli”. Gerarchia, 3(4), 205 – 209. [G] 

#Oxilia, A. (1933). Machiavelli nel teatro. La cultura, Rivista di filosofia, letteratura e 

storia, 12(4), 912 – 922. [Part of the Gramsci Foundation's Fondo periodici; data 

from the prison registries are absent] [G] 

Panella A., Gli antimachiavellici, «Il Marzocco» [G] 

 (1926) (a. XXXI) 

o n. 47 (21 novembre), 1; 

o n. 49 (5 dicembre), 2; 

o n. 51 (19 dicembre), 2-3; 

 (1927) (a. XXXII) 

o n. 3 (16 gennaio), 2-3; 

o n. 6 (6 febbraio), 1; 

o n. 8 (20 febbraio), 2-3; 

o #n. 10 (6 marzo), 2-3; [Two Carceri giudiziarie di Milano oval stamps, 

"Gramsci Antonio" written in blue pencil] 
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o #n. 11 (13 marzo), 1[Ritaglio p. 1-2; Carceri giudiziarie di Milano oval 

stamp, "7047"in black ink, "Gramsci Antonio" written in blue pencil, 

Warden's visa written with a copying pencil] 

––––– (1927). Machiavelli storico. Rivista d’Italia, 30(6), 324 – 340. [G] 

#––––– (1927). L’uomo e i tempi. Il Marzocco», 32(25), 1 [Carceri giudiziarie di Milano 

oval stamp, "7047"in black ink, "Gramsci Antonio" written in blue pencil, Warden's 

visa written with a copying pencil. 

#Pompeati, A. (1927). L’altra faccia dello scrittore. Il Marzocco, 32(25), 2 -3. [Carceri 

giudiziarie di Milano oval stamp, "7047"in black ink, "Gramsci Antonio" written in 

blue pencil, Warden's visa written with a copying pencil] 

#Russo, L. (1931). Prolegomeni a Machiavelli. Le Monnier. [Prison stamp, Inmate ID 

number, Warden's visa. This book was received by Gramsci in the November 1930 – 

18 March 1933 period, as it can be inferred from the name of the warden] [G] 

Scherillo, M. (1927). Le prime esperienze politiche del Machiavelli. Rivista d’Italia, 

30(6), 257 – 278. [G] 

Tangorra, V. (1900). Il pensiero economico di Niccolò Machiavelli. In V. Tangorra (Ed.), 

Saggi critici di economia politica (pp. 121 – 158). Fratelli Bocca. [*G] 

#Tarchiani, N. (1927). I ritratti. Il Marzocco, 32(25), 3 – 4. [Carceri giudiziarie di Milano 

oval stamp, "7047"in black ink, "Gramsci Antonio" written in blue pencil, Warden's 

visa written with a copying pencil] 

#Tittoni, T.(1927). Cultura e politica a Perugia nel Rinascimento. Nuova antologia, 

62(1329), 273 – 295. [Inmate's name, Prison stamp; Restored file] 

Tommasini, O. (1883-1911). La vita e gli scritti di Niccolò Machiavelli nella loro 

relazione col machiavellismo: storia ed esame critico. Loescher. [G] 

#Treves, P. (1930). Il realismo politico di Francesco Guicciardini. Nuova rivista storica, 

14(6), 525 – 537. [Inmate ID number, Prison stamp, Warden's visa] [G] 

Villari, P. (1927). Niccolò Machiavelli e i suoi tempi (M. Scherrillo Ed.) (4th ed.). 

Hoepli. [*G] 

 

Gramsci-Machiavelli Chronology 
 

PRE-PRISON YEARS (1916 – 8
TH

 NOVEMBER 1926) 

 

 Il germanofilo contrito («Avanti!», March 22, 1916); 

 Stenterello («Avanti!», March 10, 1917); 

 Pietà per i venturi nepoti («Avanti!», May 18, 1919); 

 Dietro lo scenario del giolittismo («Avanti!», November 5-8, 1919); 

 Lettera sul futurismo italiano (September 8, 1922. This letter, originally addressed 

to Trotsky, would then have been published as an appendix to the fourth chapter 

of Trotsky's 1924 book titled Literature and Revolution); 

 Machiavellica (Allegretto per laurea) («l'Unità», June 6, 1924 – signed with the 

pseudonym "Sarmaticus"); 

 Noi e la concentrazione repubblicana («l'Unità», October 13, 1926. In this article 

Gramsci quotes Giusti's Il Mementomo). 
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PRISON YEARS (8
TH

 NOVEMBER 1926 – 1935) 

 

Letters 

 

[this section is still a work in progress] 

 

 December 27, 1926 [Fondo Gramsci 6i/104]: Gramsci asks Tania to send him, 

among other things, three issues of the magazine «Politica» containing some 

articles by Ercole and Ercole's La politica di Machiavelli (Gramsci had purchased 

that book shortly before his arrest, and did not manage to read it before his 

imprisonment); 

 November 14, 1927 [FG, 6l/142]: Gramsci asks Tania to verify whether Barbèra 

publishing house printed Machiavelli's works in its Tutte le Opere series. Fearing 

too high a cost, Gramsci requires Le più belle pagine by Prezzolini to be sent to 

him. Gramsci mentions the reading of the special issue of «Il Marzocco» (year 

XXII, number 25, 18 June 1927) published on the occasion of the fourth 

centenary of Machiavelli's death. 

 November 17, 1930 [FG, 6o/231]: Gramsci mentions Machiavelli as being the 

protagonist of one of the sections in which his analysis of the cosmopolitan role of 

intellectuals in the Renaissance will be articulated. 

 February 23, 1931 [FG, 6p/243]: Gramsci briefly recalls his meeting with Cosmo 

in Berlin (May 1922). On this occasion Cosmo asked Gramsci to write a study on 

Machiavelli and Machiavellism, as he had already done in the past (from 1917 

onwards, as Gramsci writes); 

 April 7, 1931 [FG, 6p/247]: Gramsci writes that he is in possession of two 

editions of The Prince - the one edited by Chabod (1924) and Le più belle pagine 

(1925). Gramsci considers both these works outated when compared to the edition 

(published by Librerie d'Italia) edited by M. Casella. 

o April 12, 1931 [FG, 8h/362]: Tania writes she is reading Casella's edition 

of The Prince, and offers to send a copy to Gramsci. 

o May 13, 1931 [FG, 8h/306]: Tania reiterates her offer to send copy of The 

Prince (the edition not specified, but most likely it is Casella's) 

o June 4, 1931[FG, 8h/308]: Tania states that she will send, together with 

other texts, a copy of The Prince. 

 June 15, 1931 [FG, 6p/255]: Gramsci communicates to Tania the need to suspend 

the shipments of books (including the aforementioned edition of The Prince), 

since the prison accepts only those sent from bookstores. 

 November 23, 1931 [FG, 6p/276]: Gramsci asks Tania to communicate to the 

bookstore to send: 1) Prolegomeni a Machiavelli (Russo); 2) Del "Principe" di 

Niccolò Machiavelli (Chabod); 3) Che cosa è stato l'Umanesimo? (Toffanin). The 

first two books are mentioned in the list on the third cover of the second 

notebook. 
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 March 14, 1932 [FG 6q/296] Gramsci refers to Machiavelli and economy, taking 

inspiration from Arias's article (probably identified thanks to a review by Ferrin in 

I libri del giorno – September 1928, a. X, n. 9, p. 560), wondering about the 

relationship between mercantilism, physiocracy and military organization. 

 April 11, 1932 [FG 6q/301]: Gramsci asks Tania once again to send him the book 

Ercole's La politica di Machiavelli, which he believes may be in Valentino 

Schreider's possession. 

 April 16, 1932: Tania writes to Sraffa, forwarding Gramsci's requests on the 

economic question in Machiavelli. 

 April 21, 1932: Sraffa replies to Tania on the Machiavelli-economy question 

 April 27, 1932 [FG 8i/482]: Tania reports Sraffa's considerations on Machiavelli's 

economic thought. The articles of Arias and Tangorra are mentioned, as well as 

the name of William Petty. 

 May 2, 1932 [FG 6q/305]: Gramsci writes that he is satisfied with the simple 

reference to Petty. However, he once again requires the sending of the works of 

Machiavelli, originally requested in Milan [see letter of November 14, 1927]; 

 May 9, 1932 [FG 6q/306]: Gramsci confirms the delivery of the Russo edition of 

The Prince, containing the Prolegomeni. 

 

Notebooks 

 

Works by Machiavelli 

 

Gramsci quotes by heart – or from secondary sources – several passages from the 

Discourses on Livy, the Florentine Histories, The Art of War and The Mandrake. Gramsci 

directly quotes different editions of Machiavelli's works within the Notebooks: 

 

 Letters: Gramsci quotes – but does not comment on them – three different 

editions of Machiavelli's Letters in Q. 5, 115 (B). The aforementioned annotation 

is prompted by a review by Lesca that Gramsci read in a 1929 issue of Nuova 

Antologia [64(1383), 43-57]; 

 The Prince: Gramsci mentions two different editions of the text, which is to say 

the one edited in 1924 by Chabod (mentioned in two letters addressed to Tania on 

April 7 and June 15, 1931) and the one edited by Russo in 1931 (which Gramsci 

received while imprisoned in the first days of May 1932. The text, however, is not 

part of the Fondo Gramsci]). The Casella edition of the text is only mentioned 

within the Letters (see above). 

 

The Fondo Gramsci preserves other two texts by Machiavelli, which is to say an 

adaptation of the Discourses (Barbèra, 1889) and Le più belle pagine di Niccolò 

Machiavelli edited by Prezzolini (Treves, 1925). The latter work is a collection of texts 

by Machiavelli, chosen mainly as to emphasise their literary value. The introduction 
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mentions the studies on Machiavelli, by Villari, Croce and Oriani. Moreover,Prezzolini 

praises Ercole's remarks on the ethical character of Machiavelli's writings. 

 

Monographies 

 

Since all the following works have already been mentioned in the previous bibliography, 

they will be hereafter identified only in a contracted form. After the bibliographic data, 

their presence within the Notebooks (1975, Gerratana Ed.) will be identified in the 

following way: 

 

Q. [number of notebook], [number of the annotation within the notebook] 

 

Some comments about the contents of the mentioned notes follow the data of each 

annotation. 

 

[Please note that the identification of the following annotations is being adjusted 

according to the data of the Edizione nazionale degli scritti di Antonio Gramsci (both in 

the case of its currently published and unpublished instalments)] 

 

 

Benoist (1907): Q. 4, 8 (A)   Q. 13, 20 (C) 

Gramsci comments on Benoist's distinction between a "true" and a "false" Machiavellism 

via an Italian translation by Meda (see Meda, 1927). The expanded C text also contains 

some references to the autonomy of the political moment in Machiavelli. According to 

Gramsci, when one studies Machiavelli's works one must have in mind what was 

Machiavelli's ultimate aim at the time (and in the epoch) in which he was writing. 

Machiavelli's style is considered to be closer to that of a political manifesto, rather than 

that of a scientific treaty. Some comments on Croce's and Foscolo's interpretation of 

Machiavelli. 

 

Chabod (1926): Q. 2 

Third cover. No other mentions of this text within the Notebooks. 

 

Croce (multiple works) 

 

Q. 1, 10 (A)   Q. 13, 13 (C) 

 

Against Croce's interpretation of Machiavelli's thought as a set of theories which are true 

across all ages. "Elliptical comparison" question. 

 

Q. 4,4 (A), merged in Q. 8, 8 (A) 

Q. 13, 25 (B) 

Q. 14, 33 (B) 

 

Neutral and scientific character of Machiavelli's political reflections according to Croce. 

Croce's remarks are true, according to Gramsci, only if one considers the thoughts of 

Machiavelli under a merely theoretical perspective. 
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Q. 4, 56 (A)   Q. 10 II, 41. X (C) 

 

Gramsci highlights the importance of both Machiavellism and anti-Machiavellism in the 

framework of the Italian political science. Remarks on the narrowness of Croce's 

perspective. 

 

Q. 7, 8 (A)   Q. 10 II, 41. II (C) 

 

Croce's position with respect to the outdating of Machiavelli's thought by the political 

thought of the XVI century. 

 

Q. 8, 58 (A)   Q. 13, 9 (C) 

 

Gramsci mentions Croce fencing-master metaphor (taken from Schopenhauer's The 

World as Will and Representation – Appendix of Volume I – Criticism of the Kantian 

Philosophy) with respect to Machiavelli. 

 

Q. 8, 61 (A) 

[Q. 8, 5]   Q. 13, 9 (C) 

 

In both these annotations Gramsci stresses the important role played by Croce when it 

comes to the studies about Machiavelli. 

 

The above mentioned references come from different works by Croce. More specifically: 

 Conversazioni critiche serie seconda (1918): Machiavelli and the fencing master 

metaphor; 

 Materialismo storico ed economia marxistica, 4ed (1921): Marx as a "Machiavelli 

of the proletariat"; 

 Storia dell'età barocca in Italia (1929): Machiavelli as the father of the political 

science (CHapter II; pp. 78; 82; 89). 

Moreover Gramsci is aware of Croce's stance towards Machiavelli and the autonomy of 

politics also via the 1925 text Elementi di politica (pulished ialso in 1931 as a part of 

Etica e Politica). 

 

Ercole (1926): Q. 8, 237 (A)   Q. 11, 52 (C) 

After some comments to the Russo edition of The Prince (a note about "Fortune" in 

Machiavelli), Gramsci recalls Ercole's book as a possible source for a comparison. 

Gramsci owned the book, but it seems that he never managed to actually read it (see also 

the December 27, 1926 and the November 23, 1931 letters above). 

 

Russo (1931): 

 

Q. 8, 43 (A)   Q. 13, 3 (C) 

 

The quotation from The Art of War probably comes from Russo's work. 
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Q. 8, 48 (A)   Q. 13, 5 (C) 

 

Gramsci endorses two elements of Russo's interpretation of Machiavelli, namely the 

"Force-Consent" binomial (represented by the Discourses-Prince one) and some sort of 

continuity when it comes to princedom and republic if these forms of organization are 

related to the actual creation of a new state. 

 

Q. 8, 84 (A)   Q. 13, 16 (C) 

 

Savonarola-Machiavelli relation. Gramsci does not agree with Russo,who believed them 

to be two representatives of "what it should be" (dover essere) and "whatit is" (essere) 

respectively. According to Gramsci, both Savonarola and Machiavelli embody "what it 

sould be", but in two utterly different ways. 

 

[Q. 8, 21 (A)]   Q. 13, 1 (C) 

 

"Mythical" character of The Prince. 

 

[Q. 1, 10 (A)]   Q. 13, 13 (C) 

[Q. 8, 114 (A)] 

[Q. 8, 78 (A)] 

 

Reflections on The Art of War as a text in which, even if Machiavelli focuses on the 

organization of a new militia, Machiavelli's focus does not shift from the question of 

creating a new political order. In this sense, the new military organization mirrors that of 

the new state. 

The book was part of a list on the third over of Q. 2. Gramsci asked for this book to be 

sent to him in his 23 November 1931 letter to Tania, and received in the first days of May 

1932 (see above). 

 

Tommasini (1883-1911): Q. 13, 25 (B) 

The text is quoted as one of the references to be studied when it comes to the democratic 

interpretation of the Prince. 

 

Villari (1927): 

 

Q. 2, 36 (A)   Q. 18, 2 (C) 

 

Bibliographical reference from a review in Nuova Antologia 62(1329). 

 

[Q. 4, 8 (A)]   Q. 13, 20 (C) 

 

A short remark on Villari's pietistic anti-Machiavellism. 

 

Q. 13, 25 (B) 
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Democratic interpretation of Machiavelli. 

 

Vorländer (1926):Q. 4, 29 (A)   Q. 13, 22 (C) 

Bibliographical reference from a review appeared on the 1928 issue of L'Italia che scrive 

11(8), 212. 

 

Journal Articles and Essays 

 

Alderisio (1931): Q. 8, 53 (A)   Q. 11, 5 (C) 

Gramsci read this article but does not directly mention it. It deals with the educative and 

disciplinary role which the prince embodies when a new political reality is founded. 

 

Alderisio (1932): Q. 17, 27 (B) 

Critique of Alderisio's stance with respect to Machiavelli's "coherence". The latter, 

according to Gramsci,must always be considered as a part of a broader political plan to be 

actually carried out in the real world, and not merely the outcome of a theoretical 

speculation. 

 

Arias (1928): 

 

Q. 6, 66 (B) 

 

Bibliographic reference (Gramsci asked for this article to be sent to him in his March 14, 

1932 letter to Tania, who sent the text sometime around April 27, 1932) 

 

Q. 8, 78 (A)   Q. 13, 13 (C) 

 

Link between Machiavelli'spolitical aim and Mchiavelli's economical language. 

 

Q. 8, 162 (B) 

Arias is mentioned together with Tangorra (see April 27, 1932 letter by Tania) and 

Chabod (Sulla composizione de «Il Principe» di Niccolò Machiavelli, «Archivium 

Romanicum» 11., 1927, n. 3: 330-383). Machiavelli as an early physiocrat. 

 

Azzalini (1929): Q. 5, 127 (B) 

Gramsci harshly criticises Azzalini's article. 

 

Battaglia (1927/28 – 1929): Q. 4, 29 (A)   Q. 13, 22 (C). 

Gramsci mentions these articles (although the bibliographic data he provides are 

incorrect) as a secondary source to check when studying the book by Vorländer. 

 

Benoist (1927): Q. 2, 31 (A)   Q. 18, 1 (C) 

This article is part of the 1927 special issue of Rivista d'Italia. Gramsci does not 

comment on it. 

 

Bruers (1933): Q. 17, 15 (B) 

Gramsci summarises the contents of this article, even if he does not directly mention it. 
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Caggese (1927): Q. 2,31 (A)   Q. 18, 1 (C) 

This article is part of the 1927 special issue of Rivista d'Italia. Gramsci does not 

comment on it. 

 

Carli (1927): Q. 2, 31 (A)   Q. 18, 1 (C) 

This article is part of the 1927 special issue of Rivista d'Italia. Gramsci does not 

comment on it. 

 

Cavina (1927): Q. 2, 41 (A)   Q. 18, 3 (C) 

Thoughts on the Machiavelli-Guicciardini relationship. The article in itself is strongly 

criticised. 

 

Cavina (1929):Q. 5, 55 (B) 

Gramsci comments focus on the "cosmopolitan" character of the Italian political 

framework during the Roman Empire and the Middle Ages. This feature prevented Italy 

to develop a national identity. 

 

Cian (1927): Q. 2, 31 (A)   Q. 18, 1 (C) 

Gramsci strongly criticises Cian's article. 

 

Cian (1929): Q. 5, 95 (B) 

Toughts about Il Cortegiano and the Valutazioni the Castiglione-Machiavelli-Alberti 

triad. 

 

D'Alia (1930): Q. 6, 50 (B) 

The expression "Fortuna pratica" comes from D'Alia's article. 

 

Emanuele Filiberto di Savoia nel IV centenario della nascita (1928): Q. 5, 20 (B) 

Gramsci highlights some features which Machiavelli and Emanuele Filiberto had in 

common. Moreover in Q. 2, 60 (B) already mentioned both of them, writing that in order 

to study Machiavelli one had to study analyse Emanuele Filiberto's military organization. 

 

Ercole (1927): Q. 2, 31 (A)   Q. 18, 1 (C) 

This article is part of the 1927 special issue of Rivista d'Italia. Gramsci does not 

comment on it. 

 

Galletti (1927): Q. 2, 31 (A)   Q. 18, 1 (C) 

This article is part of the 1927 special issue of Rivista d'Italia. Gramsci does not 

comment on it. 

 

Mazzoni (1927): Q. 2, 31 (A)   Q. 18, 1 (C) 

Gramsci employs the adjectives "mediocre" (mediocre) and "long winded" (prolisso) to 

describe this article. 

 

Meda (1927): Q. 2, 31 (A)   Q. 18, 1 (C) 
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This article is part of the 1927 special issue of Rivista d'Italia. Gramsci does not 

comment on it. However, Gramsci's quotation from Benoist comes from this article. 

 

Mussolini (1924): Q. 3, 34 (B) 

Gramsci mentions this article while speaking of the crisis of a dominant ideology, and 

highlights its cynical (and not simply realistic) conception of politics. Moreover, Gramsci 

thinks that Mussolini was influenced by Rensi's works (for example in the March 5, 1920 

article titled La "belva bionda", published in the Rivista di Milano; see also Q. 11, 10 (C) 

on Rensi and the cynical interpretation of Machiavelli) while writing this piece. 

 

Oxilia (1933): Q. 13, 25 (B) 

The annotation focuses on the democratic interpretation of Machiavelli. In the note are 

mentioned Rousseau, Foscolo and Mazzini, but also Boccalini and Croce. Oxilia comes 

into play via his mentioning of Bruzio's stance about the matter, which Gramsci describes 

as "Machiavellism to the second power" ("machiavellismo al quadrato"). The end of the 

note the Machiavelli-Parini analogy comes from Oxilia's article. 

 

Panella (1926 – 1927): Q. 8, 114 (A)    Q. 13, 13 (C) 

Gramsci attention is focused on the Machiavelli-Bodin relation. 

 

Panella (1927): Q. 2, 31 (A)   Q. 18, 1 (C). 

This article is part of the 1927 special issue of Rivista d'Italia. Gramsci does not 

comment on it. 

 

Scherillo (1927): Q. 2, 31 (A)   Q. 18, 1 (C) 

This article is part of the 1927 special issue of Rivista d'Italia. Gramsci does not 

comment on it. 

 

Tangorra (1900): Q. 8, 162 (B) 

Gramsci ame to know this book via the article by Arias (see above; see also Tania's April 

27, 1932 letter). 

 

Treves (1930): 

Q. 6 86 (B) 

Guicciardini's thought represents a step back from Machiavelli's. Gramsci emphasises 

that Treves does not understand the difference between "politics" and "diplomacy" (see 

also Q. 6, 110 and Clemenceau's Grandeurs et misères d'une victoire). Gramsci recalls 

also De Sanctis' position on the matter, expressed both in Storia della letteratura italiana 

and in L'uomo del Guicciardini in Saggi critici (1924). See also Q. 3, 8 (A) and Q. 23, 33 

(C) and Bacchelli's letter published in two 1929 issues of La fiera letteraria 5,(4) and 

5(11) (the articles are by Williamson). 

Q. 8, 84 (A)   Q. 13, 16 (C) 

Difference between "political scientist" and "active politician" (politico in atto). Relation 

between "what it is" and "what ought to be". 

Literary Sources 

 

Alfieri: Del principe e delle lettere. 
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Q. 17, 27 (B) 

According to Alifieri, Machiavelli's aim is that of warning the people about the 

techniques employed by the rulers, and not to teach those rules to the princes. Gramsci 

however points out that Machiavelli's goal was that of teaching the people how a new 

state can be founded. The passage comes from Cerini, M. (1933). Machiavelli e Alfieri. 

La nuova Italia, 4(7), 217-218. 

 

Bandello: Novelle (Novella XL, dedication) 

Q. 13, 13 (C) 

Q. 14, 32 (B) 

Gramsci condemns those who scorn Machiavelli for his inability to concretely leading the 

military troops and who think that, because of this, Machiavelli's new organization of the 

army would have proved useless. As Gramsci rightly points out, what one understands 

from that episode is that Machiavelli was not a military leader. 

Russo mentions this episode, but Gramsci's actual source was Carrara, E. (1912). Storia 

ed esempi della letteratura italiana ad uso delle scuole normali – degli istituti tecnici e 

delle scuole affini (Vol 4 – Il Cinquecento, 52-53) (2nd ed.). Milan. 

 

Boccalini: Ragguagli di Parnaso. 

 

Q. 13, 25 (B) 

Remarks on the democratic interpretation of Machiavelli. 

 

Q. 14, 33 (B) 

Gramsci comments the "satirical" (and revolutionary) interpretation of Machiavelli. In 

doing so he quotes Carrara, E. (1913). Storia ed esempi della letteratura italiana ad uso 

delle scuole normali – degli istituti tecnici e delle scuole affini (Vol 7 – L'Ottocento, 59) 

(2nd ed.). Milan. A footnote mentions an excerpt from Boccalini's Ragguagli del Parnaso 

(Vol. 5 – Il Seicento, 58-60). Analogy with Parini. 

 

Foscolo: I Sepolcri 

 

Q. 4, 8 (A)   Q. 13, 20 (C), 

Discussion of Croce's interpretation of Foscolo's verses. Gramsci then analyses the 

Foscolo's interpretation of Machiavelli, both under a literary and political perspective. 

 

Q. 8, 44(A)   Q. 13, 4 (C), 

Foscolo's remark (Machiavelli as «quel grande / che temprando lo scettro a' regnatori / 

gli allòr ne sfronda, ed alle genti svela / di che lacrime grondi e di che sangue») as a 

starting point for a collection of all Machiavelli's political maxims which would then 

have to be commented. 

 

Q. 13, 25 (B) 

I Sepolcri are mentioned as a source of Oxilia (1933) (see above). 

 

Q. 13, 33 (B). 
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Gramsci writes about Croce's and Foscolo's interpretation of Machiavelli, and then he 

moves his focus to Boccalini's (see above) 

 

Giusti: Il Mementomo. 

Q. 1, 48 (A)   Q. 13, 37 (C) 

Q. 3, 13 (A)   Q. 23, 32 (C) 

Q. 9, 25 (B) 

Q. 9, 27 (B) 

[Q. 8, 225]   Q. 10 I, 1 (C) 

 

Gramsci often mentions Giusti's verses («Dietro l'avello / Di Machiavello / Dorme lo 

scheletro / Di Stenterello») to ironically describe some negative political attitudes. 

The quatrain had also been quoted in some Gramsci's newspaper articles (see above). 

 

Tommaseo: Colloqui col Manzoni. 

 

Q. 5, 25 (B) 

Gramsci transcribes Tommaseo's opinion about Manzoni from Gargano, G. S. (1929). 

Manzoni in Tommaseo. Il Marzocco, 34(5), 1, in which Machiavelli is mentioned. 


