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(A)  Didactics  

 

1) List of institutional or curricular courses  

 

- “History of Philosophical Historiography” Seminar 

- “Work in Progress” Seminar 

- “Plutea. Workshop in Medieval Philosophy” (Professor Pasquale Porro and 

Dr. Maria Evelina Malgieri) 

- “Work in Progress” TEAMPhil – Gruppo interdipartimentale di Filosofia 

antica e medievale 

 

2) List of working papers written in those occasions 

 

- “Qui tollit operationem, tollit essentiam. Un argomento del Commento 

Grande (Tafsīr) alla Metafisica di Averroè nei commenti latini al De sensu et 

sensato” – For the WiP TEAMPhil 

 

3) list of other courses you have followed 

 

- “Systèmes de pensées et de croyances médiévaux” Seminar (EPHE Paris, 

Professor Christophe Grellard) 

- “L’éducation logique et les savoirs au Moyen Âge: philosophie, sociologie et 

anthropologie de la logique” Seminar (EPHE, Paris, Professor Julie 

Brumberg-Chaumont) 

- “Science, medicine et morale à la fin du Moyen Âge” Seminar (EPHE Paris, 

Professor Joël Chandelier) 

- “Initiation à l’histoire de la science au Moyen Âge en Occident” Seminar 

(EPHE Paris, Professor Nicolas Weill-Parot)  

- “Le temps” Seminar (Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne, Professors Jean-

Baptiste Brenet and Véronique Decaix) 

- Mark of the Mental Events 
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(B) Research and diffusion 

 

1) List of seminars and conferences you have participated to 

 

- “Tea Time with Bacon” (monthly seminars on the thought of Roger Bacon 

organised by the “Roger Bacon Research Society”) - February 19th, 2021-March 

11th, 2022 - online 

- “Materia, Qì/气 and Their Epistemes – 1st Leuven-Beijing Workshop in the 

History of Premodern Natural Philosophy” (KU Leuven and University of 

Science and Technology – Beijing) – December 10th-11th 2021 – online 

- “The Oxford Calculators and their Milieu on Ethics – International Conference” 

(Medical University of Łódz) – March 10th-11th, 2022 - online 

- “Hylomorphism into Pieces - Elements, Atoms and Corpuscles in the Late 

Middle Ages (1400–1600)” (KU Leuven and Stockholm University) – April 7th-

8th, 2022 – online 

- “Matière, matériaux et (im)matérialité – Journée d’études des doctorants de 

l’EPHE-PSL” (EPHE Paris) – April 8th, 2022 – Fondation Maison des sciences de 

l’homme, Paris 

- “Late Medieval Hylomorphim: Matter and Form 1300-1600” (KU Leuven) – 

June 9th-11th, 2022 - online and in situ 

- “Medieval Science. Between Ideal and Social Practice - Workshop” (EPHE -

Gothenburg University - University of Colorado , Boulder – with the support of 

the Institut d’études avancées de Paris and of the Knut and Alice Wallenberg 

Foundation) – June 9th, 2022 – Fondation Maison des sciences de l’homme, Paris 

- “Roger Bacon’s Moralis Philosophia – International Symposium” (St. 

Bonaventure University, NY) – July 21st, 2022 - online 

- “The XVth International Congress of Medieval Philosophy: La pensée radicale 

au Moyen Âge” (SIEPM – Société Internationale pour l’Étude de la Philosophie 

Médiévale) – August 22nd-26th, 2022 – Paris, Aubervilliers (Campus Condorcet) 

     

2) List of Talks (in some of the above-mentioned conferences)  

 

- For “Materia, Qì/气 and Their Epistemes”: “The Potential Infinite Divisibility 

of Matter as Logical Incompossibility” 

- For “Hylomorphism into Pieces - Elements, Atoms and Corpuscles in the Late 

Middle Ages (1400–1600)”: “Julius Caesar Scaliger’s Doctrine of Minima 

Naturalia: A Reappraisal” 

- For “Late Medieval Hylomorphim: Matter and Form 1300-1600”: “The 

Impact of the 14th-Century “Piecemeal” Conception of Substantial Change on 

Minima Naturalia” 

- For “Roger Bacon’s Moralis Philosophia – International Symposium”: 

“Moral Philosophy, Medicine, and Their Epistemology in the Moralis 

Philosophia” 

- For “The XVth International Congress of Medieval Philosophy: La pensée 

radicale au Moyen Âge”: “A Radical Conception of Sensible Qualities in 

Medieval Latin De sensu Commentaries of the Beginning of the 14th Century” 
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2) List of published or submitted papers 

 

• Area of Specialisation (AOS) – History of Medieval Philosophy: 

 

Published articles:  

 

- R. Zambiasi, “The Role of Thomism in Herbert McCabe’s Eucharistic 

Theology”, Divus Thomas 125/1 (2022), pp. 183-202. 

- R. Zambiasi, “I commenti latini al De sensu et sensato di Aristotele (XIII-XV 

secolo): status quaestionis e prospettive per un inventario”, Aristotelica I 

(2022), pp. 101-142. 

 

Articles accepted for publication: 

 

- R. Zambiasi, “L’analogia dantesca tra ‘Filosofia’ e ‘Amicizia’ in Convivio III, 

xi”, Doctor virtualis 18, special issue for the 20th anniversary of the journal 

(2002-2022), “Analogia e Medioevo sive vent’anni di analogie” (forthcoming 

2022/2023) 

- R. Zambiasi, “The Sense of Smell in the Commentary on the De sensu 

Attributed to Nicole Oresme and Albert of Saxony”, Micrologus XXXI/bis, 

special issue with the proceedings of the conference “Aristotle’s De sensu in 

the Latin Tradition (1150-1650” (forthcoming 2022-2023) 

- M. Mantovani, R. Zambiasi, G. Zuccolin, “Introduction”, Micrologus 

XXXI/bis, special issue with the proceedings of the conference “Aristotle’s 

De sensu in the Latin Tradition (1150-1650) (forthcoming 2022-2023) 

- R. Zambiasi, “The Esse Similitudinale of Species in Roger Bacon’s Liber de 

sensu et sensato”, forthcoming in the proceedings of the 8th Congress of the 

SOFIME in the series “Textos e estudos de Filosofia Medieval” (Porto, 2022) 

 

Articles awaiting the outcome of peer-review: 

 

- R. Zambiasi, “The Doctrine of Minima Naturalia in the Commentaries on 

Aristotle’s Physics Attributed to Roger Bacon”, submitted to Vivarium. 

- R. Zambiasi, “A New Season for the Study of Byzantine Theories of Vision” 

(review article of R. Betancourt, Sight, Touch, and Imagination in Byzantium, 

Cambridge University Press, Cambridge 2018), submitted to Mediterranea. 

International Journal on the Transfer of Knowledge. 

 

Articles in preparation:  

 

- R. Zambiasi, ““The Impact of the 14th-Century “Piecemeal” Conception of 

Substantial Change on Minima Naturalia”, invited publication in a special 

issue of the American Catholic Philosophical Quarterly on late medieval 

hylomorphic theories edited by Russell L. Friedman and Zita V. Toth.  

- R. Zambiasi, “Julius Caesar Scaliger’s Doctrine of Minima Naturalia: A 

Reappraisal”, for the proceedings of the international conference 
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“Hylomorphism into Pieces - Elements, Atoms and Corpuscles in the Late 

Middle Ages (1400–1600)”, to be published by Palgrave Macmillan in the 

series “Palgrave Studies in Medieval and Early Modern Medicine”. 

- R. Zambiasi, “Infinito nihil est maius: note sulla ricezione di un argomento del 

commento al De sensu et sensato di Alessandro di Afrodisia in alcuni 

commentatori latini” 

- R. Zambiasi, “Qui tollit operationem, tollit essentiam. Un argomento 

averroista nel commento al De sensu et sensato di Giovanni di Jandun” 

 

Published reviews: 

 

- R. Zambiasi, review of R. Imbach, Minima Mediaevalia. Saggi di filosofia 

medievale (Flumen sapientiae. Studi sul pensiero medievale 10), Roma, 

Aracne, 2019, Revista Española de Filosofía Medieval 28/1 (2022), pp. 196-

198. 

 

Reviews accepted for publication: 

 

- R. Zambiasi, review of Pierre de Jean Olivi, Questions sur la foi. Texte latin 

traduit, introduit et annoté par Nicolas Faucher (Translatio. Philosophies 

médiévales), Paris, Vrin, 2021, in Revue philosophique de la France et de 

l’étranger (forthcoming 2022-2023).  

 

• Area of Competence (AOC) – History of Political Thought: 

 

Published reviews:  

 

- R. Zambiasi, review of É. Balibar, Histoire interminable. D’un siècle l’autre 

(Écrits I) (L’Horizon des possibles), Paris, La Découverte, 2020, and É. 

Balibar, Passions du concept. Épistémologie, théologie et politique (Écrits II) 

(L’Horizon des possibles), Paris, La Découverte, 2020, Revue philosophique 

de la France et de l’étranger 147/3 (2022), pp. 396-398.  

 

Reviews accepted for publication: 

 

- R. Zambiasi, review of G. Sfez, Raisons d’État (Le grenier à sel), Paris, 

Beauchesne, in Revue philosophique de la France et de l’étranger 

(forthcoming 2022-2023).  

 

 

 

(C) Project of the dissertation 

 

1) Update of the planning of your research program 

 

During the third year of my PhD I have finished writing the first draft of all the chapters 

of my dissertation, together with a revised version of most chapters (I am currently 
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finishing revising the other ones), developed according to the remarks by my two co-

supervisors (Professor Pasquale Porro at Turin and Professor Christophe Grellard at 

EPHE Paris), and by a number of respected scholars with specific competences in my 

field of research, gathered through personal correspondence, through exchanges during 

international conferences where I regularly presented portions of my research, and 

through research stays at various institutions. The final articulation of the dissertation 

looks as follows:  

- The first, introductory chapter, after the general introduction, is devoted to the 

notion of the continuity of magnitudes and of their (potential) infinite 

divisibility in Aristotle, in the Late Ancient commentary tradition, in Averroes 

(with an eye to the preceding Islamic tradition) and in a set of chosen 

Medieval Latin commentators who play a key role in the dissertation as a 

whole (Albert the Great, Thomas Aquinas, John Duns Scotus, John Buridan).  

- The second chapter is devoted to an analysis of the Medieval Latin tradition of 

minima naturalia (i.e., the issue of the accidental divisibility of substantial 

forms according to the potential infinite divisibility of matter), taken as a 

preliminary issue, both conceptually and textually, to the discussion of the 

issue of minima sensibilia proper. After discussing the relevant Aristotelian 

texts, the Late Ancient commentary tradition, Avicenna’s and Averroes’ 

positions, the chapter analyses in some detail the main Medieval Latin 

positions on the issue emerging in the period ca. 1250- ca. 1350, by looking at 

all edited commentaries on Physics I.4 (the main textual locus for the debate 

on minima naturalia in the Aristotelian corpus) and at a set of unedited ones 

(thanks, in this respect, especially to Dr. Silvia Donati, of the Albertus-

Magnus-Institut, who shared with me some of her transcriptions of unedited 

early English Physics commentaries).  

- The third chapter starts to analyse in detail the Medieval Latin debate on 

minima sensibilia (i.e., the issue of the accidental divisibility of sensible 

qualities according to the potential infinite divisibility of matter), the main 

topic of the dissertation. After presenting the relevant Aristotelian text (De 

sensu 6, 445b3-446a20) the chapter goes through Alexander of Aphrodisias’ 

commentary (the only extant Late ancient De sensu commentary), then 

discusses Averroes’ position on the issue (or, better, the reasons for the 

conspicuous absence of it) and, finally, it starts to discuss the Medieval Latin 

debate on minima sensibilia, by looking at all the extant Medieval Latin 

commentaries on De sensu 6, 445b3-446a20, both edited and (well more 

frequently) unedited ones, focusing on the period ca. 1250-ca. 1290.  

- The fourth and last chapter pursues the discussion of the Medieval Latin 

debate on minima sensibilia by considering all the extant Latin commentaries 

on De sensu 6, 445b3-446a20 dating between ca. 1290-ca. 1350, again, 

including both edited and unedited ones, and also trying to take into account 

the complex issue of multiple versions of commentaries attributed to the same 

author, an issue which (save for the major exception of Adam of Buckfield) 

did not play a key role, from the textual and, consequently, doctrinal point of 

view in the previous chapter of the dissertation.  

- Finally, after the conclusions, the dissertation also includes an appendix 

providing the most complete inventory to date of manuscripts preserving Latin 
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De sensu commentaries which can be dated between the 13th and the 15th 

century. The inventory lists manuscripts preserving both attributed and 

anonymous commentaries, dividing them according to their textual genre 

(literal and question commentaries, with all their sub-genres), but excluding 

compendia, lists of conclusiones and similar works. The inventory also 

presents a final section providing a checklist of manuscripts that could present 

glosses to the text of the Latin translation(s) of the De sensu, according to the 

volumes of Codices of the Aristoteles Latinus. The figures are telling: for the 

period I have considered, there are at least 60 commentaries to the De sensu 

and there could be up to 200 manuscripts preserving glosses to the text of the 

Latin translation(s) of the De sensu.  

- Finally, a short glossary presents at a glance the basic definitions of all the 

main concepts used throughout the dissertation, thus making the reading 

experience of the text less cumbersome and its main findings more easily 

graspable. 

 

All in all, from the doctrinal point of view, the dissertation includes a thorough 

reconstruction of a hitherto extremely neglected topic of Scholastic Aristotelian natural 

philosophy, lying at the crossroads between hylomorphic ontology and the epistemology 

of perception and, exactly for this reason, all the more interesting and worth studying. 

The picture I provided shows beyond doubt that the period ca. 1250-ca. 1350 witnessed a 

significant evolution in the overall Scholastic Aristotelian understanding of the sensible 

world, reinterpreting and progressively weakening the fundamental Aristotelian principle 

according to which sensible qualities are defined by their ability to act on the external 

senses so as to produce a sensation and its inseparable corollary according to which there 

are no sensible qualities actually existing on their own that cannot be perceived by the 

external senses.  

 

From the textual point of view, the dissertation provides an effective example of a precise 

methodological stance which, I believe, is crucial for the successful study of Scholastic 

Aristotelian natural philosophy, namely, the effort to try to run an exhaustive comparative 

analysis of all the texts dealing with a specific topic for the time period concerned, 

avoiding to give, a priori, a greater theoretical importance to the texts attributed to the 

greatest masters (and, more generally, to attributed texts) than to anonymous and 

neglected ones. Only after such an analysis will it be possible, so I am conceived, to 

fruitfully investigate the positions of selected texts and authors on the topic concerned 

and to correctly identify their specificities and, conversely, the exact extent of their debt 

to their sources and to their overall cultural context and the measure of their subsequent 

impact.  

 

The dissertation is not yet ready to be submitted to the evaluators, but it will soon be and, 

in any case, before the deadline set for my Cycle by the FINO Board of Teachers. 


