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(A)  Didactics  

 

1) List of institutional or curricular courses  

 

- “History of Philosophical Historiography” Seminar 

- “The Shelves (New Ancient Philosophy Volumes from Turin)” 

- “Work in Progress” Seminar 

- “Laboratorio di Filologia Filosofica”  

 

2) List of working papers written in those occasions 

 

- “An Introduction to the Medieval Latin Debate on Minima Sensibilia” (for the 

“Work in Progress” Seminar) 

- “Ubi desinit physicus, ibi medicus incipit: dal XIII secolo a Pomponazzi” 

(together with Leonardo Graciotti, for the “Laboratorio di Filologia 

Filosofica”) 

- “How to Study Scholastic Aristotelian Natural Philosophy: The Case of 

Minima Sensibilia” (for the Summer School “Methodology in the History of 

Philosophy”, see below, point 3) 

 

3) List of other courses you have followed 

 

- “Systèmes de pensées et de croyances médiévaux” Seminar (EPHE, Paris, 

Professor Christophe Grellard) 

- “Voir et savoir au Moyen Âge. Aux marges de l’illusion scolastique” Seminar 

(EHESS, Paris, Professor Catherine König-Pralong) 

- Conference “L’émergence du penal (XII-XIII siècle)” (Université d’Orléans, 

Professor Corinne Leveleux-Teixeira) 

- Summer School “Methodology in the History of Philosophy” (University of 

Groningen, Faculty of Philosophy, directed by Professor Andrea Sangiacomo) 

- Mark of the Mental Events 
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(B) Research and diffusion 

 

1) List of seminars and conferences you have participated to 

 

- “Curiositas” – 42nd Kölner Mediaevistentagunt (Cologne, September 7th-10th 

2020, online) 

- “Essence and Existence in the 13th and 14th Centuries” (KU Leuven, September 

11th-13th 2020, online) 

- A 2-hours seminar within Professor Carla Casagrande’s Introductory Course in 

History of Medieval Philosophy (Pavia, November 30th, 2020, online) 

- Annual “Aquinas Lecture” (Oxford, Aquinas Institute, Blackfriars, February 4th, 

2021, online) 

- American Philosophical Association 2021 Central Division Meeting (New 

Orleans, February 22nd-27th, online) 

- “Tea Time with Bacon” (monthly seminars on the thought of Roger Bacon 

organized by the “Roger Bacon Research Society”; February 19th, 2021, onwards, 

online) 

- “Dante, la filosofia e l’averroismo” Conference (May 27th, 2021, Torino, online 

and in situ) 

- 8th International Congress of the Sociedad de Filosofía Medieval (SOFIME) 

(Porto, September 6th-8th, 2021, online and in situ) 

- XXX Convegno nazionale dei dottorati di ricerca in Filosofia (Modena, 

September 8th-9th, 2021, online) 

- “Aristotle’s De Sensu in the Latin Tradition (1150-1650)”, international 

conference organised at the University of Pavia and KU Leuven (Pavia, 

September 13th-14th, 2021, Leuven, September 17th-18th, 2021; co-organiser of the 

event with Professor Carla Casagrande, Professor Gabriella Zuccolin, Professor 

Andrea Aldo Robiglio and Doctor Mattia Mantovani) 

 

     

2) List of Talks (in some of the above-mentioned conferences)  

 

- For “Essence and Existence in the 13th and 14th Centuries”: “Insensibilia 

propter Parvitatem: a Debate on the Relationship between the Essence and the 

Existence of Sensible Qualities in the 13th and 14th Centuries [conference 

presentation] 

- For Professor Carla Casagrande’s Introductory Course in History of Medieval 

Philosophy: “La ricezione della filosofia naturale di Aristotele nel Medioevo 

latino” (The Reception of Aristotle’s Natural Philosophy in the Latin Middle 

Ages”) [2-hours seminar] 

- For the “8th International Congress of SOFIME”: “The Esse Similitudinale of 

Species in Roger Bacon’s Liber de sensu et sensato” [conference presentation] 

- For the “XXX Convegno nazionale dei dottorati di ricerca in Filosofia”: “Qui 

tollit operationem, tollit essentiam. Un argomento averroista nel commento al 

De sensu et sensato di Giovanni di Jandun” 
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- For “Aristotle’s De sensu in the Latin Tradition (1150-1650)”: “The Sense of 

Smell in Some Fourteenth-Century Commentaries on De Sensu et sensato. An 

Itinerary from John Buridan to Marsilius of Inghen” 

 

3) List of published or submitted papers 

 

• Area of Specialisation (AOS) – History of Medieval Philosophy: 

 

Articles accepted for Publication:  

 

- R. Zambiasi, “The Role of Thomism in Herbert McCabe’s Eucharistic 

Theology”, Divus Thomas, special monographic issue on Herbert McCabe 

(forthcoming 2022) 

- R. Zambiasi, “I commenti latini al De sensu et sensato di Aristotele (XIII-XV 

secolo): Status quaestionis e prospettive per un inventario”, Aristotelica I 

(forthcoming 2021/2022) 

- R. Zambiasi, “L’analogia dantesca tra ‘Filosofia’ e ‘Amicizia’: note in 

margine a Convivio III, xi”, Doctor Virtualis 18, special issue for the 20th 

anniversary of the journal (2002-2022), “Analogia e Medioevo sive vent’anni 

di analogie” (forthcoming 2022/2023) 

- R. Zambiasi “The Sense of Smell in Some Fourteenth-Century Commentaries 

on De Sensu et sensato. An Itinerary from John Buridan to Marsilius of 

Inghen”, Micrologus (journal), special issue with the proceedings of the 

conference “Aristotle’s De Sensu in the Latin Tradition (1150-1650)” 

(forthcoming 2022/2023) 

 

Reviews accepted for publication:  

 

- R. Zambiasi, review to R. Imbach, Minima Mediaevalia. Saggi di filosofia 

medievale (Flumen sapientiae. Studi sul pensiero medievale 10), Roma, 

Aracne, 2019, Revista Española de Filosofía Medieval 28 (forthcoming 2022). 

 

Articles in preparation: 

 

- R. Zambiasi, “Qui tollit operationem, tollit essentiam. Un argomento 

averroista nel commento al De sensu et sensato di Giovanni di Jandun” 

- R. Zambiasi, “ Ἀπειράκις ἄπειρα (infinities infinita). La ricezione latina 

medievale di un argomento del commento al De sensu et sensato di 

Alessandro di Afrodisia” 

 

• Area of Competence (AOC) – History of Political Thought: 

 

Published reviews: 

 

- R. Zambiasi, 2021, review to E. Bloch, La Lutte, pas la guerre. Écrits 

pacifistes radicaux (1918), édité et traduit de l’allemand par Lucien Pelletier, 

Paris, Éditions de la Maison des sciences de l’homme, coll. « Bibliothèque 
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allemande. Série Philia », 2018, Revue philosophique de la France et de 

l’étranger 146 (3), 2021, pp. 420-421. 

 

 

 

 

(C) Project of the dissertation 

 

1) Update of the planning of your research program 

 

During the second year of my PhD my work developed in two main directions.  

 

From the textual point of view, consistently with the methodological principle of 

providing a general intellectual context to the analysis of the Latin Medieval debate on 

the issue of minima sensibilia (i.e., the limit to the divisibility according to matter of the 

accidental forms of the sensible qualities of material substances, as discussed by Aristotle 

in De sensu 6, 445b3-446a20) I have developed a complete inventory of Latin Medieval 

commentaries on Aristotle’s De sensu et sensato, as preserved in manuscripts dating 

between the 13th and the 15th century. The inventory has taken advantage both of thematic 

and geographic catalogues, and it has already allowed me to identify more than 80 

commentaries for the period considered, both attributed and anonymous (without 

considering the marginal and interlinear glosses to the passage, which are also listed in 

the inventory). I have already obtained photographic reproductions of (or, whenever 

possible, consulted in situ) a significant number of those commentaries, frequently 

preserved only in a single manuscript witness. The work has profited greatly from the 

possibility to access the database of manuscripts on microfilm (both of codices of the 

Aristoteles Latinus and of codices containing commentaries to Aristotle) hosted by the 

“Aristoteles Latinus” at the Institute of Philosophy (Hoger Instituut voor Wijsbegeerte) of 

KU Leuven. Moreover, thanks to the help of Russell Friedman, Professor of Medieval 

Philosophy at KU Leuven, who has agreed to act as supervisor, I have obtained the 

possibility to move to KU Leuven for a research stay as an International Scholar at the 

Institute of Philosophy for the period October 18th, 2021-March 18th, 2022, where I will 

continue to take advantage of the database and also of the wider bibliographic resources 

of the Institute and, especially, of the “Aristoteles Latinus”. The complete inventory will 

be included as an Appendix to my PhD dissertation, and it will also be accompanied by 

transcriptions of a set of relevant unedited commentaries on De sensu 6, some of which I 

have already started to prepare.  

 

From the doctrinal point of view, thanks to a suggestion by Professor Pasquale Porro, I 

have decided to add an introductory chapter to my dissertation (the first one) dedicated to 

an exhaustive analysis of the notion of the continuity of magnitudes and of their 

(potential) infinite divisibility as it can be reconstructed by looking at a set of Aristotelian 

texts (especially Categories 6, Metaphysics Δ.6 and Δ.13, Physics V.3 and VI.1-2, De 

generatione et corruptione I.2 and I.8), where these notions are especially dealt with. 

After looking at the Aristotelian texts themselves (and at their Medieval Latin 

translations) the chapter considers the positions on this issue by Late Ancient 

commentators, Averroes, and a selection of Medieval Latin commentators (Albert the 
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Great, Thomas Aquinas, John Duns Scotus and John Buridan). I have already completed 

the preparation of this chapter, whose main conclusion can be resumed in noting that, 

while in Aristotle the notion of the continuity of magnitudes is clearly separate from the 

notion of their (potential) infinite divisibility, albeit the two concepts are in a close 

relationship, in the commentary tradition there is a progressive tendency to interpret 

continuity (although not necessarily to define it) in terms of (potential) infinite 

divisibility. This is an important conclusion for my research, since it has allowed me to 

find a strong textual support in order to distance myself from all the interpretations 

(dominant in the secondary literature) which tend to consider the whole Medieval debate 

on minima naturalia (and a fortiori minima sensibilia) as an episode in the history of 

Medieval “atomism” or “corpuscularianism”. Although, of course, the debate on 

Aristotelian minima cannot be completely separated from these issues, I believe that the 

strong insistence of commentators on the (potential) infinite divisibility of magnitudes 

(contrary to any “atomistic” or “corpuscularian” assumption) makes it more appropriate 

to consider Aristotelian minima as part of a debate on the persistence of forms (be they 

substantial or accidental) through change, and especially through division (considered as 

an instance of quantitative change).  

 

Based on these findings, I am now focused on finalising the second chapter of the 

dissertation, which is dedicated to the issue of minima naturalia, and which I already 

prepared (in its greatest part) during the first year of my PhD. The aim of this chapter is 

twofold: on the one hand, I want to test my alternative theoretical framework and, on the 

other hand, I aim to show the importance that De sensu 6 has played in the debate on 

minima naturalia, contrary to what has recently been claimed by scholars of the calibre of 

John Murdoch. This second chapter should be ready by the end of October, at the latest.  

 

Starting from November onwards I will write the final version of the two most important 

chapters of the dissertation, on which I have already started to work: the third one, 

devoted specifically to the Medieval debate on minima sensibilia, and the fourth one, 

devoted to what I call the issue of the ‘numerus sensibilium’, i.e., of the number of 

species within the genera of sensible qualities, an issue which is also discussed in De 

sensu 6 and which has allowed me to extend my research towards the extremely 

important topics of the degrees of sensible qualities (the so-called debate on the intensio 

and remissio of accidental forms) and also of the existence of infinities of different 

dimensions. These chapters (together with the Introduction, the Conclusion, and the 

above-mentioned Appendices to the dissertation), should be ready by the end of June 

2022 at the latest.  

 

Moreover, throughout the last year, as mentioned above, I have been able to benefit, apart 

from the institutional and curricular courses within the context of FINO (which have been 

of great help both in developing my methodological approach and in working onto the 

Aristotelian and Late Ancient theoretical context of my topics of research), also from the 

attendance to Professor’s Christophe Grellard (my co-supervisor)’s seminar on “Systèmes 

de pensées et de croyances médiévaux” at the EPHE, and also to Professor Catherine 

König-Pralong’s seminar “Voir et savoir au Moyen Âge. Aux marges de l’illusion 

scolastique” at the EHESS, together with a number of other seminars and conferences, 

some of them in the framework of my international agreement of joint-supervision 
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(cotutelle) with EPHE Paris. All these seminars and conferences have been an important 

opportunity not only to deepen my knowledge and skills in Medieval philosophy, but also 

to relate my research with a set of more general ontological and epistemological problems 

fundamental to the study of the Medieval Latin philosophy.  

 

Finally, with the aim of fostering international exchanges among scholars and institutions 

working on the reception of Aristotle’s De sensu in the Latin Middle Ages (and 

Renaissance) I have co-organised an international conference (divided in two parts) 

entitled “Aristotle’s De Sensu in the Latin Tradition (1150-1650)”, mentioned above, set 

to take place on September 13th-14th, 2021 at the University of Pavia and on September 

17th-18th, 2021, at KU Leuven. 


