
PhD Program in Philosophy 
North Western Italian Philosophy Consortium 

 

University of Eastern Piedmont- University of Genoa – University of Pavia- University of Torino –  

 

Scientific and Didactic Relation 

 

 

 

Name: Giuliano Rosella 

University: University of Turin 

Name of Tutor: Jan Sprenger 

Cycle: 35  

 

Suggested name of the Supervisor (IF different from the tutor)(for 1st  year students)  

 

Jan Sprenger 

 

 

(A)  Didactics  

 

1) List of institutional or curricular courses  

 

2) List of working papers written in those occasions 

 

3) list of other courses you have followed 

 

 

(B) Research and diffusion 

 

1) List of seminars and conferences you have participated to 

     

2) List of Talks (in some of the above-mentioned conferences)  

 

3) List of published or submitted papers 

 

 

 

(C) Project of the dissertation 

 

1) Update of the planning of your research program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PhD Program in Philosophy 
North Western Italian Philosophy Consortium 

 

University of Eastern Piedmont- University of Genoa – University of Pavia- University of Torino –  

(A)  Didactics  

 

1) List of institutional or curricular courses  

- WIP Seminar  

- LLC Talks, Turin 

- Science & More Talks, Turin 

- Seminar Philosophy of Mind/Epistemology  

- Advanced Logic (Stefano Bonzio), Turin 

 

2) List of other courses I have followed: 

- Games Preferences and Decisions, Jan Sprenger, University of Turin 

 

 

 

(B) Research and diffusion 

 

1) List of seminars and conferences you have participated to 

- 8-10 Sep. 2021; PhDs in Logic XII, Freie Universitaet Berlin 

- ALOPHIS Seminar: Applied Logic, Philosophy and History of Science, University 

of Cagliari 

- 7-11 Jul. 2021; MSIO Final Workshop: Scientific Models and Scientific Inference 

- 1-3 Sep. 2021; Progic 2021: Combining Probability and Logic, MCMP-Munich 

- 9-11 Sep. 2021; SOPhiA 2021: Salzburg Conference for Young Analytic 

Philosophy, Salzburg University 

- 28-19 Jun. 2021; Alternative Approaches to Causation, University of Kent 

- Relevance Reading Group, Hamburg University-Relevance Emmy Noether 

Group: https://relevance-project.org/ 

- 12-16 Jul. 2021; Difference Making and Explanatory Relevance, Hamburg 

University-Relevance Emmy Noether  

- 1 Jun. 2021; Explanation, Relevance and Understanding, Hamburg University-

Relevance Emmy Noether 

- Knowledge and Science Seminar (Prof. T. Kroedel), Hamburg University 

- 17 Jun. 2021; Workshop on Hyperintensional Metaphysics, University of St. 

Andrews 

   
 
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://relevance-project.org/
https://www.fu-berlin.de/
https://www.fu-berlin.de/
https://www.fu-berlin.de/
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2) List of Talks (in some of the above-mentioned conferences)  

- 9 Sep 2021; “A Truthmaker Semantics Approach to Modal Logic”, PhDs in Logic 

XII, Freie Universitaet Berlin 

- 27 Apr. 20201; “A Modal Truthmaker Semantics and Its Applications” (j.w.w. 

Johannes Korbmacher),  ALOPHIS Seminar: Applied Logic, Philosophy and 

History of Science,  University of Cagliari 

- 9 Jul. 2021; “Expanding Causal Modelling Semantics”, (j.w.w. Jan Sprenger), 

MSIO Final Workshop: Scientific Models and Scientific Inference 

- 2 Sep. 2021; “Expanding Causal Modelling Semantics”, (j.w.w. Jan Sprenger), 

Progic 2021, MCMP-Munich 

- 15 Sep. 2021; “Expanding Causal Modelling Semantics”, (j.w.w. Jan Sprenger), 

Poster Session-EPSA21, University of Turin 

- 22 Sep. 2021, “Expanding Causal Modelling Semantics” (j.w.w. Jan Sprenger), 

SIFA Conference 

 

3) List of published or submitted papers 

- “Expanding Causal Modelling Semantics” (j.w.w. Jan Sprenger) (draft) 

- “A Modal Truthmaker Semantics and Its Applications” (j.w.w. Johannes 

Korbmacher) (draft) 

- “Truthmakers, Incompatibility and Modality” (j.w.w. Matteo Plebani and Vita 

Saitta) (draft) 

- “An Algebraic Semantics for Trivalent Conditionals” (j.w.w. Stefano Bonzio and 

Jan Sprenger) (in preparation) 
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(C) Project of the dissertation 

 

1) Update of the planning of your research program 

 

In what follows, I provide a brief update on my research project: I discuss the outputs of 

my second year of research and how I intend to proceed with my work. 

 

RECAP. The aim of my project is threefold: (i) Theory: 

develop a theory of causality based on the notion of containment between the effect and 

the causes (the effect being contained in its cause(s)); (ii) History: find a philosophical 

foundation of my Theory and Logic by investigating how/whether the notion of 

containment and causation interplay in philosophy; (iii) Logic: find/construct a logic for 

causal inference and counterfactual statements by employing the novel framework of 

truthmaker semantics. 

 

(i) Theory 

 

I have spent a research period (April-Jul 2021) at Hamburg University under the 

supervision of Prof. Stephan Kraemer in the Relevance group. The supervision of Prof. 

Kraemer has been precious in order to start selecting the relevance bibliography on the 

topic of Causation and Containment and working out research ideas on how to develop a 

theory of causation and a semantics of causal statements.  

 

Outputs. I have selected the relevant bibliography on the topic; I have started a fruitful 

collaboration with Stephan Kraemer with whom I can discuss ideas and receive feedback 

on this part of my project; I have started writing down notes on the (truthmaker) 

semantics for causal statements that will eventually become a paper on the topic. 

 

Directions. I aim to read and study the bibliography selected in order to get well 

acquainted on the philosophical discussion on Causation and Containment; I aim to write 

an abstract presenting my ideas concerning Causation and Containment that I will 

eventually send to a CfA; I aim to write a paper on the truthmaker semantics of causal 

statements by employing a notion of containment between the cause(s) and the effect(s). 

 

(ii) History 

 

During my visiting period at Hamburg University, I have started a fruitful research 

collaboration with Prof. Stephan Schmid who is an Historian of Philosophy and he is an 

expert on Suàrez and, in particular, Suàrez’s theory of causation. I had some interesting 

discussions with Prof. Schmid on how to find connections between early 

modern/medieval theories of causation and modern approaches to causality and 

causation. 

 

Outputs. I have started a fruitful collaboration with Prof. Schmid; I have selected the 

relevant bibliography on the topic of Causation and Containment in the History of  

(Early-Modern) Philosophy.  
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Directions. I aim to read and study the bibliography selected; I aim to discuss with Prof. 

Schmid some ideas on how to connect/compare medieval/early-modern theories of 

causation with contemporary approaches to causality. 

 

 

(iii) Logic 

 

During my second year of PhD, I have mainly work on the logic of counterfactuals and 

causal inference by employing truthmaker semantics. I obtained some interesting results 

by applying truthmaker semantics to the probabilistic evaluation of counterfactuals. In 

particular, I showed how to expand the standard framework of causal modelling 

semantics for counterfactuals by using truthmaker semantics and a similarity relation 

among the causal models, in order to provide a probabilistic evaluation of counterfactuals 

with complex antecedents. My work on this topic has now become a draft paper (j.w.w. 

Jan Sprenger) that I have presented to several conferences. Working on this topics has 

also allowed me to get in contact with the algebraic logic for conditionals and the logic of 

truthlikeness. Indeed, I came in contact with Dr. Stefano Bonzio who is an expert on 

algebraic logic. Stefano and I have started working together on an algebraic semantics for 

De Finetti conditionals and in the current semester (Fall 2021) I am joining him to 

continue working together at the Artificial Intelligence Research Institute of Barcelona 

(IIIA). Indeed, since September 2021 I will be a visiting PhD research at the IIIA under 

the supervision of Stefano Bonzio. During the conferences where I have presented my 

paper on truthmaker semantics for counterfactuals, I have also come in contact with Prof. 

Gustavo Cevolani with whom I have started working on a project to develop a logic of 

truthlikeness based on truthmaker semantics. 

 

Outputs. I have a produced a draft paper “Expanding Causal Modelling Semantics” that I 

intend to send to a journal for publication; I have presented my work at several 

conferences (see point B); I have started a fruitful collaboration with Stefano Bonzio and 

Gustavo Cevolani; I have planned a visiting period at the IIIA. 

 

Directions. During the upcoming year, I intend to find new applications of truthmaker 

semantics and gain more knowledge on algebraic logic. Indeed, I will follow a course on 

Abstract Algebraic Logic at the University of Barcelona. Moreover, I intend to continue 

working on the algebraic semantics of De Finetti conditionals (with Stefano Bonzio) and 

on the logic of truthlikeness (with Gustavo Cevolani).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


